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Gardening for God 


By Alice Louise Cary 


CHRISTIAN mother, sowing 
Good seed from day to day, 
To keep her garden growing 
Must often kneel to pray ; 
For praying brings God’s showers 
Which little gardens need 
To fill them with His flowers, 
And banish every weed. 


God’s Word is Mother’s treasure ; 
Its precious seed she finds 
To sow in fullest measure 
In fertile little minds. 
The Holy Spirit, leading, 
Directs her loving toil, 
As daily Bible reading 
Sheds sunlight on the soil. ” 


yg 
Finished Work 


Only one Man ever did perfectly fin- 
ished work. Only the Son of man who 
is the Son of God could say, just before 
he laid down his life of his own free 
will and dismissed his spirit, “It is fin- 
ished” (John 19:30). On the day before 
his sacrificial death on the cross Christ 
had said, in his great high priestly 
prayer to the Father, “I have finished 
the work which thou gavest me to do” 
(John 17:4). These two statements of 
our Lord toward the close of his life are 
often understood to refer to the same 
work, his work of redemption for lost 
sinners through the offering of his body 
once for all (Heb. 10:10), and this view 
was expressed in a recent editorial in 
the Troues. An old friend of the Editor, 
a consecrated Christian minister whose 
Bible study and fellowship have been 
a blessing to many for many years, Dr. 
Kenneth Mackenzie, writes in a personal 
letter this suggestive comment: “In my 


own teaching I place our Lord’s words, 
‘I have finished the work which thou 
gavest me to do,’ as referring to the close 
of his prophetical office. For on the 
cross he uses the same congratulation, 
‘It is finished,’ which must refer to his 
priestly offering of himself. Of course, 
all his offices are epochal. Even his 
kingly reign has an end (1 Cor. 15:24).” 
We often say of a particularly beautiful 
piece of human workmanship, “How fin- 
ished it is!” What joy and assurance 
we have in the realization of the per- 
fectly finished work of our Lord as 
Prophet, Priest, and King! 
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Our Fuller Revelation 

Our Lord as a man on earth did 
things that it is. not our duty to do. 
The earthly ministry of the Son of God 
was unique; God has never given it to 
any other man, nor could any other man 
follow it entirely if he tried. Many 
have mistakenly tried it, and brought 
failure to themselves and others by so 
doing. There is a much more important 
question for Christians than the popular 
one, “What would Jesus do?” It is this: 


“What would Jesus have me do?” To 
draw the answer; in certain circum- 
stances, from what our Lord actually 
did during his earthly ministry may 
not be God’s will at all for us today. But 
we can always know what our Lord 
would have us do if we search out what 
has been given in the fuller revelation 
of the entire New Testament. The Lord 
said to his disciples before his death 
and resurrection, “I have yet many 
things to say unto you, but ye cannot 
bear them now. Howbeit when he, the 
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide 
you into all truth” (John 16:12, 13). The 
Holy Spirit came, and revealed to the 
inspired writers of New Testament 
Scripture all the truth we need to know. 
One who knows the Lord and the Word 
well has said, “‘Knowing Christ after 
the flesh’ is the weakness of Modern- 
ism.” And he speaks of the strong plea 
made by Paul for the recognition of 
a glorified Lord who gave himself for 
us in death and is now in Heaven inter- 
ceding for us: “Wherefore henceforth 
know we no man after the flesh: yea, 
though we have known Christ after the 
flesh, yet now henceforth know we him 
[so] no more” (2 Cor. 5:16). 


God's Peculiar People 


HO likes peculiar people? Most 
W « us shy away from anyone 

notably queer. Yet in Titus 2:14 
it is said of our Saviour Jesus Christ 
that he “gave himself for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works.” So the Scripture 
plainly ‘declares that Christians are a 
peculiar people. 

Christians are peculiar, not in the 
sense of odd or eccentric, but in the 
sense of the Latin word peculium, which 
means “one’s own private property.” 
When Paul speaks of believers as “a 
peculiar people,” he means that they are 
the special property of God. Of course, 
all souls are God’s, through creation. 
But some are God’s people in a special 
sense. They have received the redemp- 
tion offered them in Christ, they realize 
that they are no longer their own, and 
they have set themselves apart by vol- 
untary self-dedication to live unto God. 

At times this results in their appearing 
peculiar simply because they will not 
join the giddy throng, will not, though 
in Rome, do as Rome does. Many a 
young Christian is sorely tempted here! 


Not to dance, and not to smoke, when 
those things are the common practice 
of almost every other young person he 
knows, marks one out as a queer fish. 
And what young person wants to be 
thought peculiar? Yet to be loyal to 
Christ he must be willing to suffer this. 
It is part of his taking up his cross, that 
denying himself, essential to following 
after Christ. 

But actually, it is not the consecrated 
Christian but the sinner who is eccen- 
tric, off-center. For God is the true cen- 
ter around which life is to be built. 
But the sinner makes self the center 
around which he orders his life. So the 
sinner is the one who is off-center, 
though he does not know it. To him 
it seems that the separated Christian is 
the abnormal person. When a train that 
has been moving slowly comes imper- 
ceptibly to a stop, a passenger seeing an- 
other train just pulling out in the op- 
posite direction may have the optical 
illusion that makes the train he is view- 
ing appear still and his own train to 
be moving. But let his eye fall to the 
ground, and he immediately discerns that 
his own train has stopped and it is the 
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other that moves. So, to the godless 
and worldly, a life separated to Christ 
seems queer and eccentric, when actually 
things are just the other way around. It 
is his own life that is off-center, as he 
will quickly learn if he will view it in 
relation to God’s Word. 

But in the sense of being God’s spe- 
cial possession, Christians are his pe- 
culiar people. And of these people of 
God, our verse says three things. They 
are redeemed from all iniquity, they are 
purified, they are zealous of good works. 
And each of these three expressions 
points to a distinguishing mark of real 
Christians. 

Redeemed from all iniquity, the Chris- 
tian is freed from sin’s enslavement. 
To redeem is to release by payment of 
a ransom. Our Lord gave himself as 
our ransom, and so Peter speaks of be- 
lievers as “redeemed . . . with the pre- 
cious blood of Christ” (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). 
This means release from sin’s penal de- 
mands. But it means more, it means 
release from sin itself, according to our 
verse, “that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity.” Sin ensiaves the sinner. 
Habits of evil shackle him and he can- 
not break chains he has himself forged. 
But Christ can and does. 

A man who had wasted his substance 
in riotous living and had degenerated 
into a wretched dope fiend heard the 
Gospel and was saved. The personal 
worker who dealt with him, on learning 
of his enslavement to the drug habit, 
told him that Christ could deliver him. 
But the advice of doctors was to taper 
off gradually. They said that to break 
off at once the heavy doses he had been 
taking would kill him. But he chose 
to believe in Christ’s power to deliver, 
‘broke off his habit immediately and per- 
manently, and lived to tell of Christ’s 
glorious power to break the fetters of 
sin. Missionaries in China can match 
this case with many others. True, not 
all find so rapid and complete freedom 
from enslaving habits of evil when they 
turn to Christ. For, in this as in other 
things, “according to your faith be it 
unto you.” But Christian experience 
witnesses consistently to the liberating 
power of Christ from enslaving things. 
And the ultimate issue of a believer’s 
union with Christ must be freedom ‘from 
all iniquity.” 

And now in the word “purify,” — “that 
he might purify unto himself a peculiar 
people” — we mark the Christian as one 
who is freed from sin’s defilement. For 
certainly sin defiles as well as enslaves 
men. But where Christ comes in, a puri- 
fying process starts. 

Over in a mission church in Africa, 
a newly converted man gave his testi- 
mony in a meeting of Christians. Fol- 
lowing it, a native Christian woman 
prayed for him in this fashion: “O God, 
this man has opened to thee his heart, 
that it might be thy house. O Lord, 
make thy house clean!” And that is 
exactly what the incoming Christ under- 
takes to do. 

But some one asks, Does all this really 
work out as the normal experience of 
cenverted people? And we answer, 
Not in every professed Christian. For 
some profess, who do not possess sal- 
vation. Nor does it work out to the 
same degree in every genuine Christian. 
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Some advance farther into victory than 
do others. But Christ’s presence in the 
heart is bound to exercise a purifying 
influence that will be evident in any 
life really yielded to him. 

Old “Dad” Williams, as we shall call 
him, was in his sixties when he was 
converted in a little mission church on 
the Canadian prairies. He had lost his 
mother while a small child. His father 
was a lumberman, and the tender years 
of the lad were spent in the rough and 
godless environment of a lumber camp. 
There he early learned the disgusting 
habit of chewing tobacco. There he 
quickly picked up vile and profane lan- 
guage, things that remained with him 
to the time of his conversion. But these 
and other evils simply fell away from 
him when Christ came in. So remark- 
able was the change that ungodly men 
remarked upon the fact that “Dad” Wil- 
liams certainly had the real thing in 
Christianity. Trying circumstances were 
accepted with patience, where once there 
would have been hot and profane expos- 
tulation, and with a spirit of a little 
child he received Christian instruction 
and grew rapidly in the grace of the 
Lord. Christ’s work in freeing men from 
the tyranny of evil habit, and the taint 
of sin’s defilement, is a thing that evan- 
gelistic workers are continually behold- 
ing. 

Christ’s entry into the heart initiates 
a purifying process. Not everything is 
done at once. Something is done at re- 
generation. Something is done progres- 
sively thereafter as the believer abides 
in Christ. And something occurs to com- 
plete the work when the Christian is 
glorified. 

The thing done when the new birth 





occurs is a fundamental break with sin 
as a thing cherished. If a boy’s character 
has deteriorated through an evil com- 
panionship, the first thing needed in his 
recovery is the complete breaking off 
of the defiling friendship. And so in the 
matter of salvation. The first necessity 
is a complete break with sin as a thing 
cherished. And that is what happens 
when we repent and trust Christ. For 
repenting is turning from sin, and be- 
lieving is turning to Christ. Thus the 
fundamental break is made. 

But as the evil influences of an un- 
godly friend remain after the intimacy 
has been broken, so, when at conversion 
the break with sin is made, there yet re- 
mains an entail of evil from which we 
need to be purified. And just as the 
best way to counteract the hang-over 
of evil, remaining from that ill-chosen 


. companion’s influence, is to form and as- 


siduously cultivate an ennobling friend- 
ship, sO with the Christian. Friend of 
sinners is Christ, indeed. Just the Friend 
we need to counteract and purge away 
sin’s defiling presence. And as we make 
much of him, speak oft with our Lord, 
“abide in him always, and feed on his 
Word,” we shall find a cleansing power 
is at work within our lives. And in an 
ever-increasing measure shall we know 
ourselves purged from sin. 

Yet the “flesh,” the sinful nature, re- 
mains, though “crucified with Christ.” 
The possibility, though not the necessity 
of sinning is with us while we are yet 
in the flesh, just because the “flesh” is 
still in us. And here lies the necessity 
for that promised crisis of glorification 
that will be ours when we “see Him 
face to face, and tell the story, saved 


(Continued on page 477) 
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Who Shall Separate the 
Tares and Wheat? 


Will you please give me some Scripture 
showing that the tares are to be separated 
from the wheat during this age?—A Mis- 
souri reader. 


There is no such Scripture. On the 
contrary, Scripture plainly forbids any 
attempt on the part of men to separate 
the tares from the wheat during this 
present age of grace. 

In one of his parables of “The King- 
dom of Heaven,” —that is, parables de- 
scribing “the result of the presence of 
the Gospel in the world during the pres- 
ent age,” or “the time of seed-sowing, 
which began with our Lord’s personal 
ministry, and ends with the ‘harvest,’” 
the Lord Jesus told of a man who sowed 
good seed in his field, and an enemy 
who sowed tares among the wheat, and 
the servants later discovered tares grow- 
ing with the wheat and asked their mas- 
ter, “Wilt thou then that we go and 
gather them up?” The answer came: 


“Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, 
ye root up also the wheat with them. 
Let both grow together until the harvest: 
and in the time of harvest I will say 


to the reapers, Gather ye together first 
the tares, and bind them in bundles to 
burn them: but gather the wheat into 
my barn” (Matt. 13:24-30). 

The disciples asked the Lord the mean- 
ing of this parable, and he explained it: 
“He that soweth the good seed is the Son 
of man; the field is the world; the good 
seed are the children of the kingdom; 
but the tares are the children of the 
wicked one; the enemy that sowed them 
is the devil; the harvest is the end of 
the world; and the reapers are the angels. 
As therefore the tares are gathered and 
burned in the fire; so shall it be in the 
end of this world. The Son of man 
shall send forth his angels, and they 
shall gather out of his kingdom all things 
that offend, and them which do iniquity; 
and shall cast*them into a furnace of 
fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing 
of teeth. Then shall the righteous shine 
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him 
hear” (Matt. 13:37-43). 

Grievous mistakes have been made by 
Christian people in times past, and are 
being made today, in their attempt to 
do what the Lord forbids, separate the 
tares from the wheat during this age. 
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A College Dean Encourages Christian Parents 


Sympathetic, kindly criticism and practical suggestions 
from a counselor of long experience 


By Robert Walker 














today seems virtually hopeless. 

Only Christian parents have a solu- 
tion, but even they are confused by the 
perverted philosophies of contemporary 
society and education. This is the opin- 
ion of Dr. Wallace Emerson, Dean of 
Men at Wheaton College. He was an- 
swering the question I had asked him, 
“What chance has a parent of keeping 
his high school or college boy or girl 
free from the harmful influences of anti- 
Christian education?” 

Now I am a father, and while it will 
be some years before my daughter 
reaches the critical age, still my appre- 
hension was aroused recently at reading 
statistics compiled by the American 
Youth Commission of the American 
Council of Education. These figures re- 
veal that today there are roughly 20,- 
000,000 young people in our country be- 
tween the ages of 16 and 24. Of these 
4,0000,000 are attending school and 8,000,- 
000 are employed; but 4,700,000 are un- 
employed and exposed to the dangers of 
idleness, 250,000 are “bumming” on motor 
and rail highways, while 250,000 are in 
jails, reform schools, or prisons. And 
these figures include both boys and girls. 


Children in the Police Courts 


No wonder statisticians who made the 
survey observed, “It is obvious that this 
situation is productive of serious con- 
sequences.” In fact, recognizing that the 
adjustment of youth to our present social 
and economic structure constitutes one 
of the most serious problems of contem- 
porary society, the committee last year 
launched a five-year program of investi- 
gation to determine possible cures. Cer- 
tainly there is little need of argument 
to substantiate the contention.* I know 
of incidents in which bewildered boys 
and girls have brought sorrow to their 
homes and shame to themselves. You 
probably can recall more. A Chicago 
police court judge said recently, “More 
than half the cases coming before this 
court involve young boys and girls who 
are under age.” 

And while I had been aware in a mea- 
sure of this condition, I was appalled 
anew by these figures. I was concerned, 
too, for the Christian parents whom I 
knew to be baffled and puzzled. They 
had exercised every precaution they 
knew in bringing up their children, yet 
I knew they were looking ahead with 
dread toward the coming school year — 
a year in which they expected to see 
their children tossed about by every 
wind of worldly fashion in a world gone 
mad with lust for everything but a 
knowledge of God. 

Of course I realized. as does every 
Christian, that the fundamental reason 
underlying the whole problem was the 
failure on the part of the individual boy 
or girl to live a life completely surren- 
dered to Christ. But how to insure this 


Te problem of youth in America 


Like many other Christian fathers 
and mothers, Mr. Walker was con- 
cerned as he read formidable statis- 
tics concerning unemployment, va- 
grancy, and crime among _ our 
American young people. But he 
knew there was hope for the chil- 
dren in homes where God and His 
Word are honored; so, with his cus- 
tomary enterprise (readers will re- 
nrember his recent article on the 
Chicago Gospei Fellowship Club, the 
Times, June 24) he went straight to 
a man who is exceptionally well 
qualified to give sound advice. It will 
be a relief to parents to find that 
Dean Emerson does not place on 
them all the blame for the present 
lawlessness. He calls attention to 
several causes that have produced it, 
and suggests ways in which Chris- 
tian parents may prepare their own 
children for the temptations they 
: must meet. 








salvation was a question that I had heard 
on many a parent’s tongue. And to me 
it seemed that hardly a better ‘answer 
could be given than by Dean Emerson, a 
Christian educator and psychologist who 
for the past fifteen years has been chief 
counselor to thousands of young men 
in a college known throughout the coun- 
try — perhaps even the world —for its 
fundamental position and adherence to 
the truth of the revealed word of God. 
... And I wasn’t disappointed. 

“Yes, these are distressing times,” 
agreed Dr. Emerson. “Our whole moral 
structure appears to have crumbled. Las- 
civiousness and licentiousness are ap- 
parent everywhere. We admit that the 
original cause is a nation-wide turning 








Dean Emerson 


away from God and an ignorance of 
Christ on the part of our young people. 
But the heartbreaking fact is that even 
parents who recognize this often find 
themselves helpless before influences 
outside the home. and church. Chris- 
tian young people—those who have 
given evidence of accepting Christ — fall 
before the temptations of an anti-Chris- 
tian society.” 

Nor is it easy to assign the blame for 
this chaos. Everything seems to have 
broken down at once, explained Dr. Em- 
erson. In the early days of this coun- 
try the function of education was merely 
to supplement the home and the church. 
Today this pattern has been destroyed. 
Churches have fallen down, and Sunday 
schools have failed in their mission. At 
the same time parents have abdicated 
—sometimes willingly, but occasionally 
under the pressure of courts that have 
ruled illegal the punishing of an unruly 
child. As a result education has taken 
over, and today is attempting to carry 
on single-handed, the work of all three 
agencies. 


A Change of Tactics in the Schools 


Unfortunately, however, education has 
turned out to be a wolf in sheep’s cloth- 
ing. According to Dr. Emerson, one of 
the early battles of education in this 
country was to free it from the domi- 
nance of the church. This appeared to 
be a wise principle for a number of rea- 
sons, and as a result “religion” has never 
been taught in our public schools. Grad- 
ually, however, a school of thought grew 
up which, disguised by the misnomer 
“science,” began to attack the very foun- 
dations of Christian thinking. Today 
this philosophy has permeated the whole 
educational structure, so that not only 
is religion not taught in the public 
schools, but an ir-religion is taught. 
Journalist and writer Walter Lippmann 
pointed tis out more than a decade ago 
in his book “A Preface to Morals,” while 
the tendency has been revealed even 
more glaringly by Dan Gilbert in “Cru- 
cifying Christ in Our Colleges.” But 
what is most startling, according to Dr. 
Emerson, is the more recent realization 
on the part of a few teachers and school 
superintendents of their error, yet with 
a realization at the same time that their 
awareness has come too late. The dam- 
age has been done, and what is worse, it 
appears to be irreparable. 

On the other hand, Dr. Emerson feels 
that the Church has failed to meet the 
problem adequately. By refusing to take 
anything but a middle-of-the-road posi- 
tion on some of the great controversial 
issues of the day, it has too often alien- 
ated young people from its services and 
influence. Indecent movies and other 
questionable amusements have been 
winked at, and as a result the whole 
moral fiber of youth has been blighted. 

Although parents have long served 
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as convenient scapegoats on which the 
blame for the chaotic condition of youth 
had been laid, Dr. Emerson sympathizes 
with them. “The practice of putting all 
the blame on parents is not altogether 
justified,” he said. Parents as a rule are 
concerned for the welfare of their chil- 
dren, he maintained. Their impotence in 
dealing with the problem comes more 
often from not knowing what to do than 
from not caring. Obviously, there are 
some parents who do not feel the respon- 
sibility for their children, but their num- 
ber among Christians is so slight as to 
be negligible. 

“This sounds as though I were pessi- 
mistic,” Dr. Emerson said, “but I am 
not.” Despite the seemingly dark picture, 
he believes there is much hope. “True, 
the situation often seems discouraging, 
but we know that Christ can work in 
a boy’s life. If that were not so, I 
“wouldn’t waste my time trying to 
straighten out the many boys who come 
to me with their troubles.” 

In reply to my question asking for 
several points which parents might ob- 
serve in attempting to guide their young 
people, Dr. Emerson emphasized two 
principles. The first thing, he said, is 
to see that the boy or girl is saved — 
that he or she accepts Jesus Christ as 
personal Saviour from sin. “That’s why 
we open each semester here at Wheaton 
with an evangelistic campaign. We are 
convinced of the value of these services, 
because we have plenty of proof that 
once a boy is saved, ninety per cent of 
his troubles vanish automatically. . . . 
Too many parents leave this for us to do, 
when they should have brought their 
children before God continually, in utter 
dependence turning them over to him, 


and above all, confidently expecting him 


to accomplish that which he has prom- 
ised.” 

In the second place, said Dean Emer- 
son, the young persons must be shown 
the difference between the life in Christ 
and the life in the world. This is the 
day when Christians must discriminate. 
It costs something to be a Christian. If 
we are to be glorified with Christ, then 
we must also expect to suffer with him. 
The Christian parent, then, must draw 
the line clearly. For if he does not pre- 
sent the true perspective, then the world 
will portray the scene in its favor in a 
way grossly untrue. The boy or girl who 
is able to discern the world on the one 
hand and Christ on the other is many 
times better equipped to live the Vic- 
torious Life. 

Finally, Dr. Emerson urged that young 
Christians be taught to evaluate prop- 
erly the part both education and work 
should play in their lives. Too often 
young people leave high school with the 
idea instilled that the chief end in life 
is to make a success of themselves in a 
business or profession. This yardstick is 
the only measure for life they have been 
given. As a result they stack their ac- 
complishments over against those of their 
friends in direct defiance of God’s Word, 
“But they measuring themselvs by them- 
selves, and comparing themselves among 
themselves, are not wise” (2 Cor. 10:12). 
They do not realize that as Christians 
they are called apart and set aside by 
God for a*peculiar task, and that they 
are in the world but not of the world. 
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This means that the young Christian 
should realize that he is not in the cen- 
ter of God’s will unless as a workman 
he is worthy of his hire. “They come 
to us at Wheaton,” said Dr. Emerson, 
“wanting to work their way through col- 
lege. But they do not know—how to 
apply themselves to work; consequently 
they neither know how to apply them- 
selves to study, nor to the life of a con- 
sistent Christian.” 

“No,” concluded Dr. Emerson, “the 
youth problem is not a simple one, but 
for our own good we must make the 
issue as simple as possible. There are 
only two philosophies of life: the theory 
of the survival of the fittest, and the 
Christian philosophy. In support of one 
are such schools of crime as the movies, 
such documents of vice as a large part 
of our press, such an indication of the 
sinful nature of natural man as the world 
of today in which no one trusts his 
neighbor.” Over against all this, how- 
ever, Dr. Emerson set the Word of God. 
What we as parents need to know, he 
said, is more about it. We need to rec- 
ognize the fact that when God says, 
“Train up a child in the way he should 
go: and when he is old, he will not de- 
part from it,” he has proposed a condi- 
tional promise, and that it should be 
acted upon as such. 

This is a difficult age, he concluded, 
and one which is characterized by con- 
fusion. But there is an answer to its 
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problems, only one answer, and that is 
Christ. 

As I left Dr. Emerson’s office at 
Wheaton I was reminded of the story of 
the old deacon whose only son was a 
reprobate. “Why is it, Deacon?” asked 
the scoffers. “You believe God says, 
‘Train up a child in the way he should 
go: and he will not depart from it,’ but 
look at your son. Apparently God does 
not keep his promises.” 

“Oh, yes, he does,” replied the deacon. 
“You left out one phrase, ‘When he is 
old.’ ” 

And the deacon was right. Not many 
years passed before this wayward son 
fell under the conviction of the Holy 
Spirit, accepted Christ, and not only gave 
up his sinful ways but actually became 
a preacher of the Gospel of Christ. 

That, I take it, is the hope Dr. Emer- 
son holds out for Christian parents. God 
honors faith in his Word. And that faith 
is made real by consistent, trusting 
prayer—prayer that accepts at face 
value God’s promises, then thanks him 
for the answer that must be forthcom- 
ing. You parents who are concerned for 
the soul welfare of your boys and girls 
entering high schools and colleges this 
fall are taking out insurance for their 
salvation by entering actively, believ- 
ingly, persistently, and prevailingly into 
this sort of prayer. 

Oak Park, ILL. 








A study of the meaning of 
our Lord's words in John 17 





“1 Pray Not for the World” 


By Arno C. Gaebelein, D.D. Sa"7ie%, 

















exclusively by the apostle John, our 

Lord uttered the following petition, 
‘fT pray for them: I pray not for the 
world, but for them which thou hast 
given me; for they are thine” (John 
17:9). 

A large number of Christians enter- 
tain the conception that our Lord in his 
great present ministry in Heaven, at the 
right hand of God, is the priest and 
advocate for the world, that he con- 
stantly intercedes for an unsaved world. 
It is true, he is the one mediator be- 
tween God and man, but he is not the 
interceding priest or advocate for the 
world. Beside his own words here, this 
fact may also be learned from the high 
priest and his ministry in the Old Tes- 
tament. He did not carry upon his 
bosom and upon his shoulders stones in 
which were engraven the names of the 
Hittites, the Amorites, or Jebusites, but 
the names of the twelve tribes of Is- 
rael were found there. Our Lord is 
priest and advocate only for his own 
people, those whom the Father gave him. 

The Epistle to the Hebrews, that great 
document which unfolds the precious 
priesthood of our Lord, makes this like- 
wise clear. “We [believers] have a great 
high priest, that is passed through the 
heavens” (Heb. 4:14). He appears “in 
the presence of God for us” (9:24). Many 
times the writer, in preaching on the 


|: HIS high priestly prayer, recorded 


priesthood of our Lord, and the bless- 
ings which flow from it, has made it 
clear that no unsaved person has any 
share and part in it. But some one may 
think of Hebrews 7:25, “Wherefore he 
is able also to save them to the utter- 
most that come unto God by him, seeing 
he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them.” But this is not a promise given 
to the unsaved, but to believers. The 
salvation in view is salvatioh from the 
troubles and perplexities of life, from 
trials and testings, from temptations and 
other struggles. It is the present sal- 
vation which all his own need. This is 
what Paul means in Romans 5:10, “For if, 
when we were enemies, we were recon- 
ciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more, being reconciled, we shall 
be saved by his life.” It is not the life 
he lived on earth by which we are saved, 
but by the life he lives for us as our 
great high priest in the presence of God. 

The advocacy of Christ is mentioned 
exclusively by John. He shows beyond 
the shadow of a doubt that our Lord is 
not the advocate for the world, but only 
for those who belong to him, the family 
of God. The “little children” are those 
who are born again, the ones born into 
the family of God; they have an advo- 
cate with the Father (1 John 2:1, 2). 
The unsaved have not God as their 
Father. 

His own words in his great prayer, 
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prayed in the shadow of the cross, make 
this clear. “I pray for them .. . for 
them which thou hast given me.” That 
is just the reason why those who have 
accepted Christ as their Saviour and 
are in him, members of his body, are 
eternally secure. Our keeping for eter- 
nal life and glory does not rest in our 
own hands, but in his hands. If one of 
those who have believed on him, and 
who are therefore the gifts of the Father, 
could be lost, his prayer for their keep- 
ing would be a failure. 

Dr. Kenneth McKenzie, a lifelong 
friend of the writer, suggested recently 
in the pages of the Times (June 3) the 
meaning of, “I pray not for the world,” 
and our responsibility to intercede for 
the unsaved. No one for a moment doubts 
this responsibility, certainly not the 
writer, who has prayed for thousands 
of unsaved men, women, and children, 
during his long ministry. But there is 
another possible explanation of this sen- 
tence, “I pray not for the world,” which 
may shed additional light upon this 
verse. 

There is a prayer that our Lord has 
not yet prayed. He did not pray that 
prayer while on earth; nor has he prayed 
it since he took his seat in yonder glory; 
nor does he pray it today. ; 

That unprayed prayer of our Lord is 
found in the second Psalm: “Ask of 
me, and I shall give thee the nations 
for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession. 
Thou shalt break them with a rod of 
iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like 
a potter’s vessel.” This great God- 
authorized request has not yet come from 
his lips. Why not? Because he is still 
praying for those who are the Father’s 
gift unto him. He will pray that prayer, 
asking to receive the nations, the world, 
for his inheritance, to possess the utter- 
most parts of the earth, after his body, 
the Church, called to share his inheri- 
tance, is gathered into his glorious pres- 
ence. His prayer for the world is there- 
fore related to his visible return; it will 
be answered when he comes the second 
time. It is then when the kimgdoms of 
the world become his Kingdom. And 
that Kingdom will also be the gift of the 
Father to the Son. 
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God's Peculiar People 
(An editorial from the second page) 


by grace.” The process of our sancti- 
fication will culminate in the crisis of 
our glorification; and then, as we shall 
be like Christ, not only in outward glory, 
but also in inward purity, even the pos- 
sibility of sinning will be past. 
Meanwhile, there is a positive side to 
Christ’s work in us, that is both very 
practical and yet very beautiful. God’s 
peculiar people are “zealous of good 
works.” Here see them freed from sin’s 
deformity. In place of the hideousness 
of sin, the loveliness of the Christian 
virtues appear. And these as stressed 
in Titus 2 are basic virtues. The Chris- 
tian mother’s first duty is to make home 
life beautiful by love of husband and 
child. The Christian servant is to “adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour,” by 
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honesty and trustworthiness in his mas- 
ter’s affairs. Learn here “how much the 
honour of Christianity is bound up with 
the faithful discharge by Christians of 
the simple domestic duties of life. The 
family is the chief seat, and often the 
main test, of Christian virtue.” This 
zeal for good works is “the indispensable 
mark of God’s peculiar people, the in- 
separable fruit of the redemption and 
purification which is by the blood of 
Jesus Christ.” 

And what a thing of beauty it is! 
Peter insists that womanly beauty is 
much more a thing of the heart than a 
matter of outward adorning. “Whose 
adorning let it not be that outward 
adorning of plaiting the hair, and of 
wearing of gold, or of putting on of 
apparel”; —nor yet a matter of plucked 
eyebrows and rouged lips— “but let it 
be the hidden man of the heart... even 
the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, 
which is in the sight of God of great 
price” (1 Pet. 3:3, 4). Just study people’s 
faces, and you will soon see that nothing 
beautifies like goodness. 

The psalmist prayed, “Let the beauty 
of the Lord our God be upon us” (Psa. 
90:17). And that is the beauty of holi- 
ness. The beauty of a life redeemed 
from all iniquity, purified, and zealous 
of good works. And such is the portion 
of God’s peculiar people as he frees them 
from the enslaving, the defiling, and the 
deforming dominion of sin. “If the Son 
therefore shall make you free, ye shall 
be free indeed.” 








Notes from a 
Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















N 1 Corinthians 10:13-23 three com- 


munions are mentioned. First is the 
koinonia tou somatos tou Christou, the 
communion of the body of Christ. The 
second is, verse 18, the communion of 
the Jewish altar of which the Jews were 
the communicants, koinonoi tou thusias- 
teriou. The third is the communion of 
the cup of devils of which the pagans 
were the koinonous. In the Authorized 
Version this threefold occurrence of the 


word koinonia, communion, is disguised ' 


by synonyms,—communion, partakers, 
fellowship (in verses 16, 18, and 20). 
Paul was no “unity” faddist. He had 
too strong a sense of reality. The three 
communions of Christians, of Jews, and 
of a demon-worshiping heathenism ex- 
cluded each other and could not be com- 
bined or assimilated. 

Paul believed in flight from evil and 
evil systems. “Flee fornication,” he says 
in 1 Corinthians 6:18. “Wherefore, my 
dearly beloved, flee from idolatry” (1 
Cor. 10:14). Don’t stop to examine its 
good points and to compare it with 
Christianity: There is a world-wide, an 
eternity-wide gulf between them. One 
is a cup of blessing, the other the cup 
of devils. We are not to provoke the 
Lord to jealousy by tampering with 
heathenism. “Thou shalt have no other 
gods.” Are we stronger than He, that 
is Christ, in his temptation in the wil- 
derness? 
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Paul in 1 Timothy 6:11, after speaking 
of money as the root of all kinds of evil, 
continues, “But thou, O man of God, 
flee these things.” Don’t chase the dol- 
lar; run from it! And in 2 Timothy 2:22 
he adds, “Flee also youthful lusts . 
call on the Lord out of a clean heart.” 
The “modern” advice is to yield to 
youthful lusts and to compound with 
the flesh. 


Jesus said unto him, If thou canst 
believe, all things are possible to him 
that believeth (Mark 9:23). 


HE particle to (before “if thou canst 

believe”) is not translated. It refers 
back to what the distracted father had 
said, “If thou canst do any thing, ti.” 
Our Lord replied, “To, This, is the im- 
portant thing”; that is, “If thou canst be- 
lieve, for all things,” panta, in contra- 
distinction to anything, ti, “are possible 
to him that believeth.” 


Who now rejoice in my sufferings 
for you, and fill up that which is be- 
hind of the afflictions of Christ in my - 
flesh for his body’s sake, which is 
the church (Col. 1:24). 


HE phrase, “fill up that which re- 

mains,” is antanaplero ta huster- 
emata. Essentially the same phrase oc- 
curs in Philippians 2:30, where the 
apostle is speaking of that good soldier 
of Christ, Epaphroditus: “For the work 
of Christ he was nigh unto death, not 
regarding his life, to supply your lack 
of service toward me,” anaplerose to 
humon husterema, “to fill up that which 
is behind in your obligations to me.” In 
1 Corinthians 16:17 Paul expresses joy at 
the coming of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and 
Achaicus, “for that which was lacking 
{or behind] on your part they have 
filed up’—same Greek words, to 
humon husterema aneplerosan. 

In other words, while Paul was en- 
gaged to the utmost in filling up Christ’s 
sufferings for His Body’s sake, which is 
the Church, the Church itself at Corinth 
and Philippi had fallen short of its ob- 
ligations and had to be assisted and 
spurred by Paul’s lieutenants in the Gos- 
pel. 

In Colossians 2:1 Paul speaks of the 
great agony which he has for the Colos- 
sians and those of Laodicea. So in Colos- 
sians 4:12, “agonizing in prayer with 
much pain,” ponos. Ponos is used but 
twice elsewhere in the New Testament, 
—in Revelation 16:10, “They gnawed 
their tongues for pain”; and Revelation 
21:4, “Neither shall there be any more 
pain.” Epaphras was a Colossian (“one 
of you”) praying for his own people 
and those of Laodicea (Col. 4:12). Was 
the prayer answered? Not fully, one 
would say, in view of the admonitions 
to the Laodiceans in the Revelation. 
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LESSON 5. JULY 30. JEHOSHAPHAT: A LIFE OF OBEDIENCE 


International Uniform Lesson.—2 Chronicles 17: 1-19, printed text, 2 Chronicles 17:1-6, 9-12 
Golden Text.—Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness.—Matt. 6: 33 




















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
2 Chronicles 17:1-6, 9-12 
Kine JAMES VERSION 

2 Chron. 17:1 And Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead, and 
strengthened himself against Israel. 

2 And he placed forces in all the fenced cities of Judah, and 
set garrisons in the land of Judah, and in the cities of Ephraim, 
which Asa his father had taken. \ 

3 And the Lorp was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in 
the first ways of his father David, and sought nct unto Baalim; 

4 But sought to the Lord God of his father, and walked in his 
commandments, and not after the doings of Israel. 

5 Therefore the Lorp stablished the kingdom in his hand; and 
all Judah brought to Jehoshaphat presents; and he had riches 
and honour in abundance. 

6 And his heart was lifted up in the ways of the Lorp: more- 
over he took away the high places and groves out of Judah. 


9 And they taught in Judah, and had the book of the law of 
the Lorp with them, and went about throughout all the cities 
of Judah, and taught the people. 

10 And the fear of the Lorp fell upon all the kingdoms of the 
lands that were round about Judah, so that they made no war 
against Jehoshaphat. 

11 Aiso some of the Philistines brought Jehoshaphat presents, 
and tribute silver; and the Arabians brought him flocks, seven 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

2 Chron. 17:1 And Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead, 
and strengthened himself against Israel. 2 And he placed forces 
in all the fortified cities of Judah, and set garrisons in the land 
of Judah, and in the cities of Ephraim, which Asa his father had 
taken. 3 And Jehovah was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked 
in the first ways of his father David, and sought not unto the 
Baalim, 4 but sought to the God of his father, and walked in 
his commandments, and not after the doings of Israel. 5 There- 
fore Jehovah established the kingdom in his hand; and all Judah 
brought to Jehoshaphat tribute; and he had riches and honor in 
abundance. 6 And his heart was lifted up in the ways of Jeho- 
vah: and furthermore he took away the high places and the 
Asherim out of Judah. 

9 And they taught in Judah, having the book of the law of 
Jehovah with them; and they went about throughout all the 
cities of Judah, and taught among the people. 

10 And !the fear of Jehovah fell upon all the kingdoms of the 
lands that were round about Judah, so that they made no war 
against Jehoshaphat. 11 And some of the Philistines brought 
Jehoshaphat presents, and silver for tribute; the Arabians also 
brought him flocks, seven thousand and seven hundred rams, 
and seven thousand and seven hundred he-goats. 12 And Jehosh- 
aphat waxed great exceedingly; and he built in Judah castles and 
cities of store. 





thousand and seven hundred rams, and seven thousand and 


seven hundred he goats. 


12 And Jehoshaphat waxed great exceedingly; and he built in 


Judah castles, and cities of store. 


The Lenen as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


S ONE ponders the entire record of 
A Jehoshaphat’s life, as recorded in 
1 Kings 22, and 2 Chronicles 17 
to 20, inclusive, the question arises as to 
the exactitude of the caption for this 
lesson. While his was, in the main, a 
life of obedience, yet the Spirit of God 
directs special attention to the outstand- 
ing weakness of this otherwise great 
king, rather than to his general trend 
of devotion to the will of God. For 
there was one particular in which Je- 
hoshaphat was sadly lacking: he did 
not seem to be able to say “No!” Amia- 
ble, kindly, pious, and desiring to please 
God, nevertheless he failed to maintain 
that holy separation from fellowship 
with the ungodly which would have been 
his strength and would have glorified 
the Lord far more than mere passive 
obedience. 

The seventeenth chapter of 2 Chron- 
icles is indeed a delightful account of 
devotion to God on the part of this ear- 
nest and gifted ruler. But the eight- 
eenth chapter (of which 1 Kings 22 is 
largely an exact duplicate) tells a very 
different story. It shows Jehoshaphat 
entangled in an unequal yoke with the 
godless king of Israel, Ahab, against 
whose unholy ways he had strengthened 
himself in the earlier years of his reign 
(2 Chron. 17:4). The fact that his son 
married the daughter of Ahab and Jeze- 
bel is a sad commentary on the state 
of his home. It was an alliance that 
had very sad results later on (2 Chron. 
21:6; 22:2, 3, 10). 


1Or, a terror from Jehovah. 
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Viewing his life as a whole, however, 
we see in Jehoshaphat a man and a king 
to whom the will of God was paramount 
and, summing it all up in grace, the 
Lord says of him that he “walked in 
the way of Asa his father, and departed 
not from it, doing that which was right 
in the sight of the Lord” (2 Chron. 20: 
$2). 


The Historical Setting 


Jehoshaphat, the fourth king of Judah, 
was the son of Asa, and reigned from 
914 to 889 B. C. However, we learn 
from 2 Kings 8:16 that during his later 
years he appointed his son Jehoram re- 
gent, or co-king. The mother of Jehosha- 
phat was Azubah, to whom he doubt- 
less owed much as his preceptress in the 
things of God (1 Kings 22:42). His was 
a very prosperous reign, for he was a 
man of true piety, but, as we have seen, 
weak where he should have been strong 
in refusing unholy alliances. 


Verse by Verse 


2 Chron. 17:1.—“Strengthened himself 
against Israel.” Ahab was king of Is- 
rael and these ten tribes had gone into 
revolting idolatry under the evil influ- 
ence of Jezebel, who dominated her 
weak husband to his ruin. Jehoshaphat 
became king of Judah in the fourth year 
of Ahab’s reign (1 Kings 22:41). He 
began well by refusing any fellowship 
with the unholy regime of the northern 
kingdom, recognizing the responsibility 
of the people of God to walk in separa- 
tion from evil. 


Verse 2.—“Set garrisons in the land of 
Judah.” With praiseworthy vigor and 
promptness he set himself to provide 
defenses for Judah, and also fortified 
certain Ephraimite cities which his 


father Asa had added to the dominions 
of the throne of David. He was deter- 
mined that no. evil-intentioned foe 
should find his kingdom unprepared to 
resist invasion. 

Verse 3—“The Lord was with Je- 
hoshaphat.” God saw with approval the 
obedient walk of Jehoshaphat and un- 
dertook to protect and honor the man 
who had honored him (1 Sam. 2:30). 

Verse 4.—“Walked in his command- 
ments.” Refusing the idolatrous ways 
of the kings of Israel, Jehoshaphat reso- 
luiely set himself to order his steps in 
accordance with the revealed will of 
the one true and living God. ; 


Verse 5.—“‘Therefore the Lord stab- 
lished the kingdom.” God can always 
be depended upon to show himself strong 
(2 Chron. 16:9) in behalf of those who 
do his bidding, and so he undertook to 
help and bless his servant who was 
seeking to lead Judah in the way of 
righteousness. His favor rested on the 
kingdom because of the integrity of the 
king. 

Verse 6.—“His heart was lifted up in 
the ways of the Lord.” Could anything 
better be said of any servant of God? 
Jehoshaphat put the things of the Lord 
first and sought to destroy the last re- 
mains of idolatry out of Judah. 


Verse 9.—“They ... had the book of 
the law of the Lord with them.” The 
omitted verses, 7 and 8, tell how the 
king commissioned teaching Levites to 
go throughout the cities of Judah, call- 
ing the people back to God and faithfully 
instructing them in the law of the Lord. 
They had the written Word with them. 
Their appeal was “thus saith the Lord.” 
This Bible preaching and exposition had 
tremendous weight then, as it always 
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has, when carried out in the Spirit’s 
power. 

Verse 10.—‘No war against Jehosha- 
phat.” Days of revival followed the 
opening up of the Word. “The fear of 
the Lord fell” upon the neighboring 
kingdoms as their people realized that 
the blessing of Jehovah was resting upon 
Judah, and no hand was raised against 
them. 


Verse 11.—‘“Some of the Philistines 
brought Jehoshaphat presents.” Israel’s 
hereditary enemies, the Philistines, and 
the sons of Ishmael, the Arabians, recog- 
nized the might of Judah and paid 
tribute for protection rather than align- 


_ ing themselves against them as enemies. 


Verse 12.—“Jehoshaphat waxed great 
exceedingly.” So long as he continued 
in the way of subjection to God, he pros- 
pered. Unhappily, the story, as pre- 
viously indicated, does not end here. But 
throughout his long reign, whenever God 
was given his rightful place, Jehosha- 
phat was successful and his kingdom was 
protected from its enemies and the peo- 
ple enjoyed peace and prosperity. 

The Heart of the Lesson 


The path of obedience is the path of 
blessing. This is the great lesson em- 
phasized in the life of King Jehoshaphat. 
Disobedience always results in sorrow 
and disappointment. Yet how slowly 
we learn these things, simple and so 
often demonstrated as they are! What 
can be more foolish than to suppose that 
we, poor finite creatures of a day, are 
capable of ruling ourselves and finding 
lasting happiness in acting in accord- 
ance with our own unrestrained im- 
pulses, rather than by yielding ourselves 
unto God to do his will and be con- 
trolled and directed by him as he has 
revealed his mind to us in’ his holy 
Word? It is his love for us that leads 
him to give us suited instruction for a 
safe way through this scene. Our great- 
est wisdom is manifested in surrendering 
ourselves wholly to him, in order that 
he may be glorified in and through us. 


Lesson Outlines 
LESSONS FROM JEHOSHAPHAT’S LIFE 


1. Blessing follows obedience (2 Chron. 
17) 

2. Fellowship with the ungodly is al- 
ways dangerous (2 Chron. 18:1-3) 


3. The unequal yoke brings disaster 
(2 Chron. 18:4-34) 

4. The path of obedience is our only 
security (2 Chron. 19:1-11) 

5. God is enough for the man of faith 
(2 Chron. 20: 1-34) 

6. Past goodness does not preclude 
later failure (2 Chron. 20:35-37) 

7. Lessons learned bring stability at 
last (1 Kings 22: 48-50) 

THE FRIENDSHIP OF THE WORLD 

1. The unequal yoke forbidden (2 Cor. 
6:14; see Deut. 22:10) 

2. No agreement between Christ and 
Satan (2 Cor. 6:15, 16) 

3. Separation enjoined (2 Cor. 6:17) 

4. The friendship of the world is un- 
faithfulness to Christ (Jas. 4:4) 

5. Love of the world opposed to love 
of the Father (1 John 2:15-17) 


6. Keep unspotted from the world (Jas. 
1:27) 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


5. July 30.—Jehoshaphat: A Life of 
Obedience ............ 2 Chronicles 17:1-19 

6. August 6.—Elijah: A Life of Courage. 
1 Kings 18:1-46 

7. August 13.—Elisha: A Life of Helpful- 
WNL 2c. ites needs wie ees 2 Kings 5:1-27 

8 August 20.—Beverage Alcohol and the 

Community (A social aspect of the 

liquor problem). 

Joel 1:5-7; Daniel 5:1-5, 17, 25-28 

9. August 27.—Uzziah: A King Who For- 


WG ME hie oi ves oeeeeer 2 Chronicles 26 
10. September 3.—Isaiah: A Life Dedi- 
o,f ene reser Isaiah 6:1-13 


11. September 10.—Hezekiah: A King 
Who Remembered God ..2 Chronicles 30 

12.-September 17.—Micah: A Messenger 
of Social Justice ..... Micah 3:1-12; 6:6-8 

13. September 24.—Isaiah: Foretelling the 

Birth of the Messianic King. . 
Isaiah 7:14; 9:1-7; 11:1-5 








Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Opposition to Idolatry. Revealed truth, 
whether in the Old Testament days or 
in the New Testament times, has always 
been intolerant of all counterfeit relig- 
ions. This seems harsh and unkind to 
the careless worldling or to the uncon- 
verted religionist. But Biblical intol- 
erance is not necessarily bigoted and 
cruel. We may love the individual and 
have the sincerest regard for his per- 
sonal rights, while abhorring any sys- 
tem which is opposed to divinely-given 
truth. 


Separation from evil gives. real 
strength to our testimony. When Je- 
hoshaphat “walked in the first ways of 
his father David” and maintained a high 
standard of holiness for himself and for 
Judah, he was feared by the very nations 
whose false gods ‘and foul idolatrous 
rites he detested. “When a man’s ways 
please the Lord, he maketh even his 
enemies to be at peace with him” (Prov. 
1G:'7). 


A Revival Based on the Word of God. 
The great awakening in Judah that came 
to pass in the days of Jehoshaphat was 
the result of the wide dissemination of 
the knowledge of the truth as given in 
the revealed Word of God, the Holy 
Scriptures. The Bible of that day was 
much smaller than that of our own times, 
but as it was taught to and received by 
the people it produced very definite re- 
sults in a great turning to God and re- 
pudiation of idolatry. Sometime ago, 
an East Indian Christian in writing to 
a returned missionary, said: “We have 
been enjoying a great re-bible.” The 
misspelled word suggests a blessed truth: 
all genuine revival is based upon a re- 
turn to the Bible. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Are we ever on the alert to withstand 
the enemy’s effort to turn our hearts 
away from devotion to the Lord? 


Jehoshaphat’s “heart was lifted up in 
the ways of the Lord” (2 Chron. 17:6). 
Because of this he was prospered in 
his many undertakings. Are our hearts 
thus lifted up in the things of God, that 
we may count upon his strength and 
wisdom in every hour of need? 
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We need not expect victory over great 
sins if we are tolerating secretly things 
that we know dishonor God, but for 
which we try to find excuse. Are we 
really honest with him, who sees the 
hidden thoughts of the heart? 


True greatness is never characterized 
by self-assertiveness or haughtiness. It 
was the humility and obedience of Je- 
hoshaphat that made him a great king. 
Have we learned that “before honour 
is humility”? (Prov. 15:33.) 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The Hindu word for humility is “the 
dust,” for, say they, “you can walk on 
the dust forever and it never answers 
back.” 


Our English word “humility” is from 
the Latin “humus,” the ground, which 
conveys the same thought as the Hindu 
term. 


The humble man recognizes the need 
of divine guidance and so is ready to be 
obedient to the Word. 


Jehoshaphat won his greatest victory 
when he counted upon God alone and 
put the singers in the van of his army 
(2 Chron. 20:21). 


The path of obedience always leads 
to the valley of blessing, Berachah (20: 
26). 


God loves his children too dearly to 
permit them to lapse into worldly ways 
and go unrebuked (19:2, 3). 


The strength of God’s servants is found 
when, in separation from the world, they 
cleave to his testimonies, but amalga- 
mation with what is unholy and unclean 
always results in weakness and defeat. 


There is a vast difference between 
what is sometimes called “religious edu- 
cation” and real instruction in the Word 
of God. 

When Judah gave heed to the message 
of the written Word, as expounded by 
the teachers sent out by Jehoshaphat, 
the whole nation prospered. 

Queen Victoria once told an African 
chief that the Bible was the secret of 
England’s greatness, and we may be as- 
sured that any nation that honors the 
Bible will be divinely blessed. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT is the greatest lesson taught by 
Jehoshaphat’s life? : 
2. Why was the Lord with this king in 
such a marked way? 
3. What solemn warning does his later 
experience emphasize? . 
4. Why did Judah need to be strengthened 
against Israel? 
5. Is not union always more desirable than 
separation and division? 


6. When is separation incumbent upon the 
faithful? 


7. What was it that produced a spiritual 
revival in Judah? 


8. What great mistake did Jehoshaphat 
make later on? 

9. How did he show his implicit faith in 
God when the Moabites and Ammonites 
came against Judah? 


10. What was the one manifest weakness 
in the character of Jehoshaphat? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 481 of this issue, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leafiet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
es three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked toe 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


Which Comes First?—Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness 
(Golden Text). A father was angry 
with his son, who had made public con- 
fession of his faith in Jesus Christ. “You 
should have established yourself in a 
trade before you determined religious 
matters.” “Father,” said the son, “Jesus 
advises me differently. He says: ‘Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God.’” Happy 
is he who takes Jesus Christ as his ad- 
viser.—From the Otterbein Teacher. 
Sent by Mrs. James Adams, Lebanon, 
Pa. 


Not Worth While.—Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness 
(Golden Text). In an age when mis- 
sion boards thought they could establish 
churches by building neighborhood 
houses, General Booth exclaimed, “Take 
a poverty-stricken. drunkard out of the 
slums, get him to sign the pledge and 
if possible to keep it, clean him up and 
give him a good suit of clothes, remove 
him and his family to a nice, little 
home in the suburbs, give him gainful 
employment, and then let him die and 
go to hell unsaved! Really, it is not 
worth while, and I for one would not 
attempt it.” When men close with Christ, 
their outward circumstances will soon 
undergo a marvelous change. Paul was 
very wise in not putting the cart before 
the horse; our Lord Jesus said, “All these 
things shall be added unto you” who seek 
“first the kingdom of God, and his right- 
eousness.”"—From Bible Expositor and 
Illuminator. Sent by Mrs. Lewis Con- 
rad, Imogene, Iowa. Prize illustration. 


Doing Away With Idols—He took 
away the high places and groves (2 
Chron. 17:6). A father tells how his 
little daughter became converted and 
wished to join the church. It was a 
worldly home and the mother asked him 
what they were going to do about it. 
After deep thought the father said, “It 
would be impossible for Mary to live a 
Christian life in this home as it is now; 
we must destroy our card tables and 
everything that hinders, and join the 
church with her.”—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto. 


Not Beneath Him.—He sent to his 
princes ... and they taught in Judah, 
and had the book of the law (vs. 7, 9). 
A French king was found one day in- 
structing in Scripture the son of his 
cook. When remonstrated with for de- 
meaning himself, he replied, “It was not 
beneath the dignity of my Saviour to 
die for him; it cannot be beneath my 
dignity to’ teach him that fact.”—Sent by 
E. M. James, Toronto. 
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Billy Sunday’s Rule.—And they taught 
in Judah, and had the book of the law 
of the Lord (v. 9). Mrs. Sunday told 
me that it was Billy Sunday’s fixed rule 
to begin his day with his devotional 
Bible reading. He would not let any- 
thing interfere with this practice. He 
would not even open a telegram, much 
less a letter, or read a newspaper, until 
he had had his time alone with the Book. 
So when he lay in his coffin,. she put 
his worn little Testament into the empty 
hand that had been clasped by hundreds 
of thousands as a pledge to lead a Chris- 
tian life. Thousands of articles have 
been written and speeches made to “in- 
terpret” Billy Sunday. Perhaps the sim- 
ple explanation lies in that daily devo- 
tion to the Bible. Certainly the morn- 
ing moments with the Book explains the 
peace and power of many Christian lives. 
—From Dr. William T. Ellis, in the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, 
Lynn, Mass. 


When Bibles Disappeared.—And they 
taught in Judah, and had the book of 
the law of the Lord with them (v. 9). 
Many men hate God’s Word — but many 
love it. It would be a dark world indeed 
if there were no Bibles. A news item 
has recently been published that is both 
alarming and reassuring. It is stated 
that in a six-hundred room hotel in a 
certain city the Gideon Bibles were re- 
moved at the suggestion of an Atheist 
Society. This is of sinister significance, 
—that atheists should ask for this in 
Christian America, and that a_ hotel 
should comply with their request. But 
here is the encouragement of the inci- 
dent: the first night after the Bibles were 
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removed, more than two hundred in- 
quiries were received as to where the 
Bibles could be found. The manage- 
ment wisely decided to put the Bibles 
back in the rooms. While the darkness 
of the world deepens, the light from 
above grows brighter. Ralph Norton, of 
beloved memory, used to express his con- 
viction that the time would come when 
it would be difficult, if not impossible, 
to get access to the Word of God or to 
circulate it freely, because of God’s pro- 
phetic warning: “Behold, the days come, 
saith the Lord God, that I will send a 
famine in the land, not a famine of’ 
bread, nor a thirst for water, but of 
hearing the words of the Lord” (Amos 
8:11). Until that day comes, should 
we not be far more faithful than we 
have yet been in giving the Word of 
life freely to all men?—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Ruth B. Mc- 
Dowell, Mooers, N. Y. 


Colleges and the Bible—And they 
taught in Judah, and had the book of 
the law of the Lord (v. 9). Not all col- 
lege students know their Bible. A re- 


port has it that when one professor used 


the phrase “sounding brass and tinkling 
cymbal” to illustrate his point, he was 
greeted by a hum of laughter on the 
part of the students, who supposed he 
had proved himself unusually clever in 
constructing quaint figures of speech. 
According to another report, one gradu- 
ate student submitted a paper to his 
professor which included a reference to 
“the famous friendship of David and 
Johnson.”—From the Pentecostal Evan- 
gel. Sent by Miss Miriam Kingsbury, 
Cavendish, Vt. \ 

















Lesson for July 30 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we have been disobedient children, seeking 
our own ways in disregard of thy commands. 
We ask thy forgiveness for every such turn- 
ing away from thy will. We thank thee that 
thy Word recalls us to thyself reminding us 
of our duty as shown forth in the lives of 
true followers of thine. May we learn the 
greatness of simple obedience to thy plain 
directions. May we walk in thy way, not 
turning aside to the ways of the world. Help 
us not to be carried away ‘by the practices of 
young or old around us, who may not be 
walking in thy paths. May we be true to thee 
in the daily life, seeking first the Kingdom of 
God and his righteousness. In the name of 
our Lord Jesus we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson——Down the long hill 
from Profile Notch in the White Moun- 
tains stream the motor cars on these 
summer days. Another line roars up 
the hill. How soon would there be bad 
crashes if the drivers paid no attention 
to the rules of the road! Then on down 
the highways, through New England 
they go, while along the way are re- 





OBEY 
HIS 
"TRAFFIC RULES 
DO WE? 











minders of the rules,—stop; sharp 
curve; dangerous intersection; obey the 
traffic rules; and so on through the jour- 
ney. Now some do not obey. Most of 
the drivers do. And it is their obedience 
that helps to make the roads safer for 
all. I wonder if you are an obedient 
driver, or do you take chances? Do we 
follow the plan of the King of whom 
we have studied today? Do we obey 


Him whom that King obeyed? Watch 
the signs along the roads! Let us 
pray. 

Franconia, N. H. 


nM * 
The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Our First Ways.—The first ways of 
his father David (2 Chron. 17:3). The 
significant words in this text are “the 
first ways of his father David.” And 
since Jehoshaphat so walked we have a 
pretty good idea as to what sort of 
king Jehoshaphat was. 

When we remember those splendid 
days of the Bethlehem David, what an 
inspiring picture we have. The little 
red-headed shepherd boy using the long 
hours of his leisure at sheep-tending to 
perfect himself with his “gun.” 

This “gun” was shot by the same force 
that takes the milk out of the cream 
at the dairy farm and creamery. David 
could generate it with either hand, and 
long practice made him a hair splitter. 
(Judges 20:16; 1 Sam. 17:34-37.) 

But David’s school was not all ath- 
letics in marksmanship and big game 
killing. All Nature was his “profes- 
sors,” and they taught him to see and 
sing in those “first ways.” 

Then came the great day when in his 
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trust in his God he goes up against the 
giant Goliath. What a boy! What a 
boy!! I have a bronze statue of him 
thirty inches high. It was done by the 
late Paul Bartlett, the great American 
sculptor, who made Lafayette in France 
(“We are here, Lafayette!”), and the 
Blackstone in England, and many in 
America. Bartlett made the statue when 
as a boy he was working in the studio 
of Duprez. 

It shows the clean-limbed young shep- 
herd with sling in hand giving the giant 
the eye. The way I describe it to my 
grandsons: The world series, ninth in- 
ning, score tied, the bases full, three 
balls and two strikes. A tense moment 
and a trust in God, that strong right arm 
and clear eye. : 

And thus we have. suggested to our- 
selves the “first ways” of many a fine 
fellow we have known. 

Our human junk piles are full of men 
whose “first ways” were all that could 
be desired. But they let go of God, and 
the Devil got them, as he nearly got 
David in his “later ways.” 

Remember Steerforth in Dickens’ 
“Copperfield.” This is the passage, 
“Never more, O God forgive you, Steer- 
forth, to touch that hand in love and 
friendship. Never, never more!” Steer- 
forth is asleep. He had said to David, 
“Think of me at my best.”- Then Satan 
got him and his “first ways” were only 
a memory. 


The Value of the Word.—His heart 
was lifted up in the ways of the Lord 
(v. 6). In this Corner attention has fre- 
quently been called to the striking way 
the English of the King James Version 
expresses its ideas under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Our text is a striking passage to de- 
scribe the religious man. It has the 
same meaning as “The joy of the Lord,” 
but it is a graceful way of saying it. 
When one has a heart lifted up in God’s 
ways then follows obedience as faithful 
as that of one of Uncle Sam’s soldiers, 
whose heart is lifted up in America’s 
ways. 

With the Bible way of putting things, 
it is easy to understand how the man 
denied an education in English can come 
to be an acceptable and pleasing speaker 
both in the everyday talk and in public 
addresses by close association with God’s 
Word. Moody. Billy Sunday. Mel Trot- 
ter. (2 Pet. 1:21; 2 Sam. 23:2.) 

I have here in Coatesville a rolling 
mill friend of many years. Billy grew 
up on the Coatesville streets. Not even 
what is known as a “common school 
education.” He was in the Iron Rose 
Class and converted in the Baptist 
church, which he joined, and in which 
he is now a deacon. On his conversion 
he began to study his Bible, and memo- 
rized a lot of it. We had a public meet- 
ing in the “Opery House,” with a dis- 
tinguished speaker, who was Mr. John 
Wanamaker’s pastor. I said to Dr. 
What’s-his-name: 

‘IT am going to call on a certain man 
of the town to make the opening prayer. 
Notice it.” Then I said, “Will Brother 
Billy So-and-So please lead us in 
prayer.” 


Billy had not proceeded far in a splen- ° 
s did prayer until I noticed Dr. What’s- : 
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his-name lift his head and look down at 
Billy. 

“Ridgway, who in the world is that 
man! That is one of the finest prayers 
I have ever listened to.” 

“One of the men who works in the 
grime and dirt of the steel mills. He 
got his culture and his perfect English 
out of the Bible. I think he knows all 
Paul’s Epistles by heart.” 

The “Old Book” not only leads its sin- 
cere reader into salvation, but also gives 
him a good education in English. 


Who’s at the Head of It !—They taught 
in Judah ... the book of the law of the 
Lord (v. 9). From verse 7 we find Je- 
hoshaphat sent his princes to look after 
this work. And nothing better could 
show the King’s smartness and wise 
guidance than just this very action. 

The success of any worth-while under- 
taking depends largely from the worldly 
point of view upon who is at the head 
or back of it. This is true whether the 
matter in hand is political, social, re- 
ligious, or commercial. 

Here is some advice from one who has 
learned from experience. Before risk- 
ing your reputation or your money in 
any enterprise let your very first ques- 
tion be, “Who’s running it?” The man 
at the head “sets the pace.” A clean, 
honest president: a clean, honest com- 
pany. A “sporty” management — well, 
just keep out! (1 Kings 11:28; Prov. 
22:29; Rom. 12:11.) 

In the affairs of our clothes we are 
ruled by the higher ups. Some years 
ago, a grown man to be well dressed 
had to own what was known as a “frock 
coat.” It was also called a “Prince Al- 
bert.” It was a useful kind of coat. 
It covered a man all the way ’round, 
so if he was a public speaker, preacher, 
politician, or professor his sartorial ap- 
pearance was taken care of by his coat. 
The style came from the Prince of Wales, 
son of Queen Victoria, and at her death 
the King. 

Here is the point of this paragraph: 
When men (and women) in high places 
take on the Lord’s work, that work takes 
on an added importance and efficiency at 
once. : 

It is one of the most worth-while 
things to get folks to read the Bible. 
There are thousands who do not know 
the thrilling and gripping stories of ad- 
venture. Benjamin Franklin had the 
whole great French Academy sitting up 
and taking notice as he surprised them 
with the sweet story of Ruth. I know 
a leading American writer who was con- 
verted by the simple reading of the Bible 
all through for the first time. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 479) 


1. That blessing always follows obedience 
to God. 

2. Because he walked in obedience to the 
Word of God. 

3. That worldly alliances are invariably 
wrong, and bring disaster. 

4. Israel had sunk into degrading idolatry 
and would only have influenced Judah in 
an evil way. 

5. No, the believer is called to come out 
from the ungodly and be separate. 

6. When evil is allowed to dominate, and 
is not judged and put away. 
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7. The instruction of the people from the 
Word of God. 


8. He formed an alliance with Ahab. 


9. By refusing all worldly help and count- 
ing only upon God. 


10. He was an amiable man who found it 
hard to stand firmly against natural claims. 


w 


Say, Fellows, — 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Obedience. 


Discussion: Name some forms of enter- 
tainment and places of amusement that 
stifle the spiritual life. 


Objective: Ephesians 5:11, 12. 


AY, fellows, Jehoshaphat is a living 

demonstration of the truth, “Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his right- 
eousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you” (Matt. 6:33). Jehosha- 
phat did two great things for the king- 
dom of Judah, over which he had a long 
and prosperous reign. He first destroyed 
the “high places” which his father, King 
Asa, had left. King Asa broke down 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








SEHOSHAPHAT: ALIFE Of OBEDIENCE 
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and destroyed the idols, but he did not 
destroy the high places and the groves 
which had been erected and prepared 
for the setting of the false gods (2 Chron. 
15:17). Jehoshaphat completed the work 
of obliteration, and that was a wise thing 
to do. When you break down an idol 
in your life it is well to clear out the 
whole establishment —to get rid of all 
associations that have been identified 
with it. Make a clean cut with the com- 
panions who led you into sin. 

Asa probably thought it would be a 
pity to destroy those attractive gathering 
places; let the people still use them with- 
out the idols. Much labor and expense 
had gone into them; it was too bad to 
destroy material values. It is a danger- 
ous policy. Many newly converted Chris- 
tians have been drawn back into the 
slavery of sin by it. They think they 
can hold on to worldly things and still 
have the new life; but that is impossible. 
“Ye cannot serve God and mammon” 
(Matt. 6:24). You cannot go to the same 
kind of parties and amusements that 
were the seedplots for your old sins; they 
will suck you back into the maelstrom. 
Jehoshaphat was wise to see that. “He 
took away the high places and groves out 
of Judah” because “his heart was lifted 
up in the ways of the Lord” (2 Chron. 
17:6). 

Jehoshaphat’s other great move for his 
people was to get them to searching the 
Word of God. He had men trained to 
teach the Bible, and sent them every- 
where in his domain declaring and ex- 
plaining the Word to the people —in the 
cities, in the streets, and by the road- 
sides. It was useless to take away their 
idols and destroy their high places un- 
less he could give them something 
equally satisfying to take their place. 
And there was nothing better, finer, 
richer, or more satisfying than the Word 
of God for that. 

Just so it is with you, fellows: you 
may have accepted Jesus Christ as your 
Saviour, your Lord and Master, but you 
won’t “stick” if you do not nourish your 
heart daily with the Word. What would 
you think of putting a little newborn 
baby out on the lawn, defenseless and 
without food? It would languish and 
die. So it is with the newborn babe 
in Christ; there must be nourishment 
and the proper environment, so that it 
may gradually grow strong. 

Jehoshaphat was wise to feed his peo- 
ple, bereft of their idols and high places, 
upen the nourishing and strengthening 
Word of God—so long neglected. Is it 
any wonder that “the Lord ’stabiished 
the kingdom in his hand; and all Judah 
brought to Jehoshaphat presents; and he 
had riches and honour in abundance”? 
(v. 5.) Is it any wonder that “the 
fear of the Lord fell upon all the king- 
doms of the lands that were round about 
Judah, so that they made no war against 
Jehoshaphat’? Also that “some of the 
Philistines brought Jehoshaphat presents, 
and tribute silver; and the Arabians 
brought him flocks, seven thousand and 
seven hundred rams, and seven thou- 
sand and seven hundred he goats”? 
“And Jehoshaphat waxed great exceed- 
ingly”! “Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness; and”—! 


- Yea, verily. 


Oh, fellows, if you will only get this 
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very simple truth bedded in your con- 
sciousness (wide awake!) now in your 
youth: Quit the “high places” and feed 
your hungry soul on the Word of God 
—the wholesome, life-giving nourish- 
ment of Heaven, and you will be rich 
and happy in the only kind of riches and 
happiness that will really satisfy and 
endure ! 
Du Bois, Pa. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Jehoshaphat, the son of Asa, is the hero 
of today’s lesson. Put him in the row 
of kings. 











UR story today is about the son of 

Asa, Jehoshaphat. He was also a 
good king. He seems to have loved the 
Lord more than his father. We are told 
that he walked in the first ways of 
David, and we know that David was a 
man after God’s own heart. 

One of the very best things this king 
did was to open the Word of God to the 
people. He sent men all over the coun- 
try to teach the Word of God. He sent 
priests and Levites, and they taught the 
people what God’s will was, and how to 
serve him. God blessed Jehoshaphat 
greatly. He became a rich and power- 
ful king. All the nations around feared 
God so that they made no war against 
Judah. 

Just one thing mars his trust in God, 
and even that was God’s way of punish- 
ing wicked Ahab. Ahab was a very 
wicked king of Israel, and Jehoshaphat 
made an agreement with him. It is a 
poor thing to make any agreements with 
the enemies of God. You always get into 
trouble. King Jehoshaphat did. He 
went into a battle and the enemy thought 
he was Ahab and tried to kill him, but 
he cried to God and God delivered him, 
and he went back to Jerusalem. Ahab 
was killed. 

Later a great army came against 
Judah, and the king fell on his face be- 
fore God, and cried out to him to save 
them. God answered him, and told him 
to go down to meet the enemy but not 
to fight; he told him just to stand still 


*and see what the Lord would do. That 


was a hard thing to do, but Jehoshaphat 
and all the people bowed and praised 
God. And they did what God com- 
manded. .The next morning they went 
down to meet the enemy, and the king 
had appointed singers, and they began 
to sing praises to God. And God set the 
enemies against each other, so they stood 
and killed each other, and the army 
that trusted God saw their dead bodies, 
and they went down and took the jewels 
and riches from them. It took them 
three days to gather it all together. The 
fourth day they came back to Jerusalem, 
and went to the Temple and praised God 
for the great victory he had given them. 
And all the nations around were afraid 
to war against Judah because of what 
God had done. 

Don’t you like Jehoshaphat best of all 
these kings? For one reason, — he loved 
God’s Book. He taught the people God’s 


























Lesson for July 30 


Word. I think that puts him at the head 
of the list. 

Do you love the Bible? 
to learn verses from it? There are sev- 
eral kinds of Christians. One kind are 
just saved. They believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as their Saviour, and accept 
him. Because God saves sinners by his 
grace, they are saved. But they stay 
babes. They never study God’s Word. 
They couldn’t teach anybody anything 
about it. They make me think of Reho- 
boam. They don’t know God’s will, and 
so they do their own way. 

Then there are other Christians who 
are very active in the church and do 
- much work, and really love the Lord, 
but they do not know much of his Word. 
Like Asa, they serve the Lord, but they 
do not walk with him. Then we have 
another kind of Christian who loves the 
Word, who studies it continually, who 
seeks to find out the will of God, who 
teaches the Word in season and out, who 
really walks with the Lord. That’s the 
Christian who could say our Memory 
Verse, “O how love I thy law!” (Psa. 
119: 97.) 

Which kind of Christian are you go- 
ing to be? 

MopeEsTo, CAtir. 


Do you love 
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My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To present the attractiveness of 
a life of obedience to the Lord. 


Activity.—Cut narrow slits at the loca- 
tions of important cities on the class map 
of Israel and Judah. Make small scrolls 
representing the Word of God, and slip 
these into the openings, thus illustrating 
the spread of the teaching mission. 

Memory Verse.—‘‘The grass withereth, 
the flower fadeth: but the word of our 
God shall stand for ever” (Isa. 40:8). 











IRLS, whom should we obey? In 

human situations we rightly con- 
sider the authority of a person,or group 
before we render our obedience. Cer- 
tain authority we should early recognize, 
such as parents, teachers, and accepted 
leaders. As we grow older obedience 
is accompanied by further consideration: 
Are the requests placed upon us just, 
pleasing, necessary? Would obedience 
bring pleasure? Would disobedience 
bring pain? 

God’s Word gives definite advice on 
the subject of obedience. The first girl 
who finds each verse may read and ex- 
plain it (Rom. 6:16; Eph. 6:1; Heb. 13: 
17; Acts 5:29). 

What are some reasons for obedience? 
Obedience to the laws of nature, gov- 
ernment, home, school, society, and God 
is an important factor in the satisfactory 
adjustment of our lives. Again let us 
seek God’s counsel (Exod. 23:22; 1 Sam. 
15:22b; Heb. 11:8; Rev. 22:14). 

Today we meet Jehoshaphat, the only 
king of Judah who was reared in a godly 
home, yet who, at the same time, con- 
tinued to lead the people Godward. 
Look at 2 Chronicles 15:15. King Asa’s 
subjects sought the Lord with their 
whole desire. One definition of the in- 


finitive “to seek” is “to aim at.” Jehosha- _ 
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phat, during childhood, lived in an en- 
vironment in which people were “aiming 
at God.” How did this influence his life? 

(The following paragraph headings 
may be listed on the blackboard for 
discussion. How may each one be ap- 
plied to the lives of the girls?) 


JEHOSHAPHAT’S LIFE OF OBEDIENCE 


1. “His heart was lifted up in the ways 
of the Lord” (2 Chron. 17:6). The fourth 
king of Judah inclined his heart toward 
the Lord (Josh. 24:23). Look again at 
the dictionary and note two definitions 
for “incline.” (1) “To deviate from a 
direction regarded aS normal.” The nor- 
mal direction of the heart is toward sin 
(Jer. 17:9). (2) “To bend toward.” Je- 
hoshaphat bent his heart toward the 
heart of the heavenly Father. He en- 
joyed God. See 2 Chronicles 17:3, 5; 18: 
31; 19:3, 6, 7. In 2 Chronicles 20:12 King 
Jehoshaphat cried: “O our God .. 
neither know we what to do: but our 
eyes are upon thee.” 

2. He “walked in his commandments” 
(v. 4). Jehoshaphat’s walk followed the 
leanings of his heart. 

3. “He took away the high places and 
groves out of Judah” (v. 6). See Deu- 
teronomy 12:2-5 for the Lord’s command 
about “high places and groves” in Old 
Testament times. “High places” today 
(even though they are totally different 
from the ancient ones) are not essential 
when the heart is lifted toward God, and 
as we consider vacations at Christian 
conferences or camps, let us remember 
that it is not the “mountaintop experi- 
ence” which draws us upward, it is the 
Lord himself (John 12:32). Whether we 
go away, or whether we remain at home 
among the humdrum surroundings of 
every day, still we may be raised up, 
and made to “sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:6). How- 
ever, if we are privileged to enjoy one 
of these glorious Christian vacations, an 
added delight may be ours upon our 
return through the sharing of the riches 
of that vacation with friends who could 
not go. 

4. He sent princes, Levites, and priests 
“to teach in the cities of Judah” (vs. 7- 


‘'9). King Asa’s revival was followed by 


his son’s Bible study classes. 

RESULTS OF JEHOSHAPHAT’S OBEDIENCE 

1. His own people and others recog- 
nized God (v. 10). 

2. Material blessings followed (v. 12). 
In this age of grace we do not always 
have material wealth, but God never 
fails to meet our need (Phil. 4:19). 

3. Jehoshaphat received willing co-op- 
eration from his subjects (vs. 16, 19). 

4. His people prepared for emergencies 
(v. 18). Too often girls want to “skip” 
responsibilities and shirk common duty. 
Too little do girls realize that what they 
do today will greatly influence their 
successes or failures in the future. Can 
you recall experiences in your own lives 
when disobedience led into dangers, and 
when obedience brought rich reward? 

In this lesson we notice once more 
that never should we relax in living the 
Christian life. JehoshapHat’s mistake 
came when he “joined affinity with 
Ahab” (2 Chron. 18:1; 19:2, 3). Before his 
death he made splendid provisions for his 
seven sons; yet because of Jehoshaphat’s 
political alliances with Ahab, his son 
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Jehoram, successor to the throne, met 
and married Athaliah, daughter of that 
idol-worshiping king of Israel, and as a 
result much of the benefit of Jehosha- 
phat’s reign was annuled (2 Chron. 21: 
6). 

At this point we need the promise of 
our Memory Verse and its companions 
(Isa. 40:6-8, 29-31). While man is weak, 
God is adequate for every situation. Je- 
hoshaphat had stimulated the reading 
of the law of the Lord, and though sev- 
eral succeeding generations failed to fol- 
low in his steps, yet we can never 
measure the fullness of blessing that 
came from that Bible study (Isa. 55:11). 
Shall we paste Jehoshaphat’s picture on 
the “Success” poster with the word, 
“Obedience’’? 

As we close our lesson, let us consider 
Christ Jesus who “humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross” (Phil. 2:8). With- 
out his obedience no goodness on our 
part could ever have eternal value. Fur- 
termore, when he asks for our obedience 
it is no unreasonable request, for the 
Lord became our Creditor at Calvary, 
and an obedient and humble heart is our 
debt to him (2 Cor. 8:9). 

Next Sunday we shall study a contest 
of one man, plus.God, against eight hun- 
dred and fifty worshipers of Baal. Bring 
current illustrations of people who cour- 
ageously have stood alone because of 
their convictions. Learn Joshua 1:9. 


ALPAUGH,*CALIF. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











August 6. Beauty as an Aid to Worship. Rev. 
21:10-27. 


Sunday, July 30 


The Beauty of the Commonplace 
(Matt. 6:26-30; Psa. 147:7-9) 





Mon.—The “great and wide sea” (Psa. 
104:24-26). 
Tues.—A serviceable, fruitful tree (Ezek. 
47:12). ? 
Wed.—A _ beautiful, fruitless tree (Mark 
11:12-14). 

Thurs.—Four little wise creatures (Prov. 
30:24-28). : 

Fri.—Salvation expressed in nature (Isa. 
§5:12, 13). 

Sat.—Salvation expressed in water (John 
4:10-14). . 











Seek not afar for beauty. Lo! it glows 
In dew-wet grasses all about thy feet; 
In birds, in sunshine, childish faces sweet, 

In stars and mountain summits capped with 

snows. 


—Minot J. Savage. 


HEN God created man he gave 

him five physical senses through 
which he might be aware of his sur- 
roundings. Then he placed him in the 
midst of a world of such natural beauty 
and perfection that God himself could 
pronounce it “good.” Even today, with 
all that man and sin has done to wreck 
it, this old world still has much that 
is lovely and beautiful and satisfying. 


_ But have you ever stopped to realize 
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that our loving heavenly Father has not 
only created beauty for us and given 
us the senses through which to be aware 
of it, but he has also given us an appre- 
ciation and love for it? He has not 
only lavishly poured out all about us 
the countless commonplace things of 
life, but he has designed us so that we 
might like the very things he has pro- 
vided for us. 
4 


What is more common than the color 
green in all nature about us? For ages 
men knew that green, growing things 
brought satisfaction, but it has only 
been in comparatively recent times that 
man has discovered that the color green, 
of all the colors, is the most restful to 
the human eye. 

Have you ever considered how mar- 
velous it is that we should like foods 
that have health-giving, nourishing qual- 
ities? Only a person who through dis- 
ease has lost the sense of appetite knows 
what it means for all foods to be taste- 
less, or to taste alike. 

Most of us know the importance that 
water plays in our physical well-being, 
— its necessity to the life of the human 
body, its value for cleansing and re- 
freshing. But is it not marvelous that, 
with all these wonderful properties, God 
has also given us a taste for water and 
a delight in the feel of it? Beyond 
all artificial drinks water, the most 
common of all, gives us the greatest 
satisfaction when we are thirsty, and 
who has not reveled in the clean, re- 
freshing tingle of a swim, or even in 
that wholesome sense of well-being that 
follows an ordinary bath in the home? 
It is no mere chance that the common 
things God has lavished upon us and 
our senses so marvelously dovetail and 
intertwine. 

ee 


As we turn to God’s Word we see on 
every page the emphasis he has placed 
upon the commonplace things of life. 
Elijah heard God speak, not in the whirl- 
wind or earthquake, but in a still, small 
voice. When God would give Moses 
a symbol of power, it was not some 
elaborately carved baton, but the staff 
that was in his hand. The Psalms are 
full of references to the snow and the 
wind, the clouds and the rain. In his 
teaching the Lord Jesus used the lily 
of the field (Matt. 6:28), the grass (Matt. 
6:30), and the sparrows (Matt. 10:29, 
31) to teach God’s love and care. We 
find him making object lessons of the 
lightning (Matt. 24:27), the red sky in 
the morning (Matt. 16:2, 3), of the wind 
(John 3:8), of a little child (Matt. 18:2- 
5), of a candle (Matt. 5:15), of the sower 
(Matt. 13:18), and countless other things 
that men knew in their everyday lives. 

But in them all he pointed men’s 
hearts to God. And unless we, too, can 
see in the beauty of the commonplace 
that which points beyond to the love and 
provision of our heavenly Father we 
shall have missed the great blessing 
that the commonplace has for us. 


There is beauty in the commonplace 
but there is also brevity. “The grass 
withereth, the flower fadeth,” Isaiah re- 
minds us, “but the word of our God 
shall stand for ever” (Isa. 40:7). “All 
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flesh is grass, and all the goodliness 
thereof is as the flower of the field.” 
The commonplace, lavish as it is, and 
enjoyable as it may prove, is but the 
handiwork of our Father, and soon per- 
ishes. Shall we enjoy it, and yet deny 
him the love and service of our hearts? 
We may find some satisfaction in his 
handiwork, but it can never equal the 
satisfaction we shall find in him who is 
“altogether lovely” and the “chiefest of 
ten thousand.” His handiwork will fade 
and decay, but he is the “same yester- 
day, and to day, and for ever.” 
PHILADELPHIA. 





3 Children at Home 





Little Precious 
A true story from China 
By Edith G. Dreyer 


REAK! Creak! The grating sound of 
a rusty hinge on an opening door 
announces a newcomer. 

His straggly beard distinguishes him 
as a Chinese gentleman of the old school, 
as also does his long flowing gown and 
little black cap with a button on the top 
of it. His wide trousers are drawn in 
at the ankles and held in place by bands 
of black cloth. In his arms he holds 
what appears to be a roil of comforters. 
He bows and, with a graceful gesture, 
says, “Please be seated.” 

With a bow of acknowledgment the 
missionary doctor seats himself on one 
of the hard chairs in the small consult- 
ing room, and prepares a sheet of paper 
to take down the man’s name and other 
information. 

The guest casts a keen look around 
the room noting the windows and iron 
stove. The glance is followed by a 
courteous request for more heat. Wood 
is immediately thrown into the fire. Just 
when the nurse is wondering how much 
more heat they can survive, the gentle- 
man gives a Satisfied smile and starts lift- 
ing one layer of the comforter after an- 
other. All are curious. At first they 
thought he had merely brought his 
bedding with him, which would have 
been quite customary. Apparently, this 
is not the case. What will be revealed? 

He pauses, and, looking at the doctor, 
says, “I have done my utmost for the 
Little One. I have ‘invited’ the best Chi- 
nese doctors, but he grew steadily 
worse.” 

A moment later a sweet little six- 
month-old boy is viewing his new 
friends from within the folds of his gay 
comforters. His dark brown eyes are 
feverishly bright. The jet black hair on 
his little head contrasts vividly with 
the flushed cheeks. He smiles languidly. 

The doctor’s searching eyes have 
noticed the labored breathing and a sore 
under the chin. 

“How long has your Littie Precious 
been ill, Father?” is the kindly question, 
while a swift examination is being made. 

“About a month or two, Doctor. We 
have been doing something for him all 
the time,” comes the vague response. 

With an inward groan the doctor 
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pauses and grimly wonders how many 


long silver needles, “sterilized” on the 
cloth soles of the “doctor’s” shoe, have 
been plunged into the helpless infant. 
There is a possibility that though him- 
self of the old school, the man might 
have appealed to doctors with some 
western training. In either case, it can 
make little difference now, was his last 
grim thought as he prepared to enlighten 
the father. 

“Father, your Little One is very, very 
ill,” is his quiet, measured comment. 

“Yes, Doctor, I know that. But your 
fame has traveled for miles. You have 
the expensive and effective medicine. 
You will use some on the Little One, 
Doctor?” pleads the father. 

Sorrowfully the doctor shakes his head 
and gently explains: 

“Father, the most expensive medicine 
cannot cure your Little Precious. You 
have come too late. Iam not God. Life 
and death do not lie within my power.” 

But, Doctor — Doctor, you will use the 
most expensive drug. -You will do some- 
thing. I cannot take him away without 
even an effort having been made,” en- 
treats the now fully awakened father. 

“Yes, Father, if you understand clearly 
that the medicine can only alleviate the 
suffering, but not cure the disease, you 
may stay in the hospital with Little Pre- 
cious.” 

“Thank you, thank you, Doctor. There 
are thirteen in the family. With the 
Little One so ill we would all like to 
be with him.” 

With a startled expression the doctor 
glanced at the nurse. “Thirteen rela- 
tives with one patient! Unheard of pro- 
cedure !” thought the doctor as he turned 
back to make some notes on the sheet. 
He paused to address the anxious parent. 

“Both lungs are now affected, medical 
aid cannot save the life of Little Pre- 
cious. God, and God alone, can do that.” 

Just then the doctor caught the nurse’s 
encouraging look. “It will not be for 
long,” it seemed to say. “After all, this 
is China,” mused the doctor, “and this 
honorable gentleman’s first contact with 
a westernized hospital, and with Chris- 
tianity.” 

“We will give you a two-bed room,” 
said the doctor to the father. “Divide 
your family into shifts of six and seven, 
one for the day and the other for the 
night. The nurse will supervise your 
settling in.” 

The hospital room is somewhat 
crowded. In the middle is the child’s 


cot, on either side a bed. The stove is . 


kept almost red hot. The family per- 
spire as they hasten to care for Little 
Precious. One holds an arm, another 
the head, while the others stand around 
giving very confusing directions, and 
seeking to get a hand on the baby some- 
where. A lump comes into the throat 
of the watching nurse. “Six people at 
one time trying to care for a wee mor- 
sel of humanity! Why, there just are 
not enough arms and legs to go around! 
What love! Why does a God of love 
permit a little baby to come into the 


‘world, bringing with it pain and suffer- 


ing at its birth, only to take it away 
again, in six short months, to leave ach- 
ing, lonely hearts behind?. Why? Why? 
Oh, the whys of life!” 

Day by day the evangelist, nurse, and 
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doctor told the thirteen relatives of God 


and His love. The acute illness of his 
own son softened the heart of the father. 
He seemed to understand something of 
what the coming of the only begotten 
Son to die on Calvary’s cross meant to 
the Father, and should mean to the sin- 
ner. Constrained to accept the greatest 
Love Gift ever given, the father, on the 
third day in the hospital, gave his dear- 
est and best: 

“If the Little One lives,” said he, “he 
shall be reared in Christian schools with 
the hope that he, too, will follow the 
Christ.” 

“What if he dies?” queried the doctor. 

The father hesitated; then answered in 


’ a firm voice: 


“If he dies—the Lord will be taking 
only that’ which belongs to him. Freely 
and fully I give my Little Precious to 
him who gave his very life for me.” 

Early in the morning of the fourth 
day the nurse was bending over the lit- 
tle unconscious form, when suddenly the 
breathing changed. The father noticed 
it, and restlessly paced up and down the 
room. The mother noticed it, and with- 
drew to a corner where quiet sobs shook 
her frail body. The nurse noticed it, 
and sent for the doctors. Silently they 
step into the room. 

One last struggle and the labored 
breathing ceases. All is still. Then, 
from the stricken father comes the hope- 
less, helpless wail of the human heart: 

“My son, my little son, where, oh, 
where, have you gone?—Oh, that I 
might go to you!” 

The heartbroken cry echoes through 
the hospital but once. As suddenly as 
it cut the air, so suddenly is quiet re- 
stored. 

A calm and collected parent turns and 
apologizes to the doctor: 

“That was wrong. I know where Lit- 
tle Precious has gone. I shall go to him. 
May we have a Christian funeral?” 

That night the hospital staff met with 
thirteen members of Little One’s family. 
A crude packing case, neatly covered 
with white cloth, held the little body. 
On the lid, in beautiful Chinese char- 
acters, was written, “A Little Child Shall 
Lead Them.” The nurse’s wondering 
“Why” was effectively answered when, 
at the close of the funeral service, the 
father brokenly thanked God for the 
loan of Little Precious for six short 
months, and because his sickness and 
death had brought thirteen members of 
his family to hear him who said: 

“T am the way, the truth, and the life: 
no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me.” “I will not leave you comfortless.” 

New York City. 
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A Prize Book Contest 
By Edwin Noah Hardy, Ph.D. 


HE American Tract Society an- 

nounces another prize book contest 
with prizes of $1,000, $500, and $250 for 
the three best evangelical manuscripts. 

Its recent prize contest proved very 
successful, making available for the So- 
ciety’s use some most excellent manu- 
scripts which were published with the 
prize-winning book, “Except Ye Repent,” 
by Dr. Harry A. Ironside. These have 
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had a wide circulation and have accom- 
plished a great amount of good. 

Dr. Ironside, the prize winner, is 
highly esteemed and honored by the 
readers of THE SunDAy SCHOOL TIMEs, 
and with very good reason, and is an 
internationally recognized Christian 
leader. The other authors were men of 
distinction and wide influence. 

The Society is determined to become a 
depository of the choicest and most 
scholarly, evangelical literature. There 
is a widely recognized and lamentable 
dearth of up-to-date, popular, and effec- 
tive treatises upon the essentials of 
evangelical truth. Fortunately, however, 
there is no lack of evangelical and schol- 
arly leaders thoroughly competent to 
produce a popular and convincing treat- 
ment, in print, of the essentials of the 
Faith. 

The Society, therefore, desires a wide 
publicity for its prize book contest to 
arrest the attention and to secure the 
manuscripts of the ablest evangelical 
writers. There are certainly many 
readers of the Times amply qualified to 
prepare manuscripts worthy of careful 
consideration. The contest closes No- 
vember 30 this year. 

Write for conditions and further in- 
formation to the American Tract Society, 
7 West Forty-fifth Street, New York City. 





[ With the New Books | 


Japan Needs Jesus. By Clifford Lewis. 
(Marshall, Morgan and Scott, Ltd., Lon- 
don; Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., 40 cents.) Travelogues are 
always interesting since they introduce 
the reader to new sights and sounds, but 
Mr. Lewis, who represents the organiza- 
tion known as the Young People’s Fel- 
lowship Clubs, uses this newness as a 
mere background for what to him is far 
more important,— missionary evangel- 
ism. Even while still in Chicago, the 
starting point of his 50,000 mile journey, 
he talked with the colored porter about 
his relationship with Christ; and in San 
Francisco God granted a miracle-answer 
to prayer which opened the way for a 
heart-to-heart conversation with the 
United States postal officials. Having 
embarked on the ocean, this diligent 





seed-sower found fallow ground in the, 


ship’s captain, then one after another, 
in the pleasure-seeking passengers. In 
Japan and later in Korea, various 
churches, groups, and individuals are 
brought under this Spirit-filled minis- 
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try, the descriptions of which are given 
always with modesty and restraint. The 
latter half of the book is devoted to 
anecdotes, testimonies, and experiences 
of other missionaries,—all of it inter- 
esting reading and filled with demon- 
strations of Romans 1:16. 


The Bible 400 Years After 1538. By G. 
Campbell Morgan, D.D. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York City, $1.50.) Last 
year there was celebrated the 400th an- 
niversary of the day when the Bible was 
chained in the churches of England that 
the people might read it. This celebra- 
tion led Dr. Morgan to deliver fourteen 
lectures in his own Westminster Bible 
School. These lectures are published in 
this volume. The author says that so 
far as he is concerned there is very lit- 
tle that is new in the book. He has dealt 
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with these subjects before in other books 
and magazine articles. “Thus the present 
volume consists largely of the gathering 
up of the fragments.” The reader, how- 
ever, will be charmed with these “frag- 
ments.” Certainly a man who has been 
studying one Book for more than sixty 
years is prepared to tell us much of ab- 
sorbing interest about that Book. Cer- 
tainly the telling of his own experience 
in the study of that Book adds zest to 
our reading of this volume. His atti- 
tude toward God’s Word is well shown 
by such statements as these: “I am quite 
amused when I read a book attacking the 
Bible, although I am often pained.” 
“There is no discrepancy whatever be- 
tween the ascertained facts of science 
and what the Bible teaches.” No care- 
ful student and teacher of the Scrip- 
tures should neglect the reading of this 
exceedingly worth-while volume. Every 
address is full of riches. 


Cruden’s Concordance to the Old and 
New Testaments. By Alexander Cruden, 
M.A, (Fleming H. Revell Co., 158 Fifth 
Ave., New York City, $2.) The famous 
old concordance has just been issued in 
a new, large-type edition by the Fleming 
H. Revell Company, which this year is 
celebrating its seventieth anniversary as 
a publishing house. The size is eight by 
eleven inches, and on each page there 
are three columns, each two inches wide. 
This permits the use of a long line from 
each text, which is a valuable aid in 
locating texts under each word. Thus 
this new edition is called “Unabridged.” 
In addition to a full concordance of the 
words used in Scripture, there are, at 
the back of the volume, a concordance 
to the proper names of the Bible; a 
separate table of the proper names with 
their meanings, prepared by the Rev. Al- 
fred Jones, M.A.; and two tables showing 
the names given to Christ and the 
Church. But there is still more, for un- 
der many important words, there are 
extensive notes and outlines, by Alexan- 
der Cruden, on the meaning of the words 
according to Scriptural usage. For ex- 
ample, under the word “Faith” there is a 
full column of comments preceding the 
list of references. Some of his notes 
on the names of animals and birds are 
grotesque, and even humorous, for he 
mingles natural and “unnatural” his- 
tory in a naive fashion, though he fre- 
quently protects himself by referring his 
statements to legend or hearsay. But in 
commenting on the great doctrines he 
adheres closely to the Scriptures. A 
concordance is, of course, indispensable 
to pastors, Sunday school teachers, and 
all Christian workers, and even though 
they may own other editions of Cruden 
or other concordances, many will be glad 
to add this reprint of the old, original 
volume to their libraries. 


In Praise of Mothers. Compiled by J. 
Harold Gwynne. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., 75 
cents.) We are reminded of the old say- 
ing, “The hand that rocks the cradle 
rules the world,” when we read some of 
the testimonies of great men to their 
mothers. George Washington and Abra- 
ham Lincoln both said that they owed 
everything to their mothers. In this lit- 
tle collection of poems and prose there 
are tributes from many well-known men 
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and women. There are poems about 
mother’s love, her work, her influence, 
her prayer, and many other things. The 
compiler, J. Harold Gwynne, has written 
several of the poems. One of them is 
entitled, “What Mother Is to Me.” Selec- 
tions from the Bible are a fitting close 
to the book. It is to be regretted that 
one of the poems is quite unscriptural, 
concluding with the erroneous thought 
that mother, in Heaven, is an advocate. 
But there are many touching poems and 
quotations in this collection, and it will 
prove useful as an anthology to which 
one may turn on Mother’s Day or other 
special occasions. 


Addresses on The First Epistle to The 
Corinthians. By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
(Loizeaux Bros., 19 W. Twenty-first St., 
New York City; cloth, $2.25; paper, 
$1.25.) Spiritual Christians thank God 
for a man like Dr. Ironside, who stands 
for expository preaching at its best. 
He believes in giving people the mind 
of God rather than the imagination of 
men, for “every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil con- 
tinually” (Gen. 6:5). 

In this volume there is real expository 
preaching. Dr. Ironside tells his readers 
that he hopes they will not come looking 
for a critical analysis of the Epistle. This 
book of more than 500 pages represents 


‘the abbreviated form of spoken messages 


delivered during 1934 and 1935 to the 
Sunday morning congregations of the 
Moody Memorial Church, of Chicago. 
Dr. Ironside seeks to emphasize the fun- 
damental principles set forth in this 
letter to the Corinthians. He believes 
that Christians need to be called back 
to the Bible teaching of earlier days. 

The volume from beginning to end 
grips the interest and throws light upon 
the pages of the Word. It is filled with 
practical common sense. The teaching 
of the Epistle is brought forth illumined 
with a wealth of simple illustrations. It 
is a volume of great value and should 
prove very helpful to those who desire 
to call Christians back to “the simplicity 
that is in Christ.” 


Let’s Go Back to the Bible. By Will 
H. Houghton. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York City, $1.25.) The president of 


- the Moody Bible Institute is pre-emi- 


nently the one to appeal to the Ameri- 
can people to return to the Bible and 
its teachings. His book is full of wisdom, 
full of incisive quotable sentences, and 
replete with apt quotation from others. 
It is a book of prophetic note, one which 
calls back our nation to the things which 
make for its salvation and its peace. It 
is good, therefore, to learn that through 
the generosity of a Christian business 
man copies have been presented to men 
in high governmental positions, to the 
President and his Cabinet, to every Sen- 
ator and Congressman, as well as to 
every Governor, and to the mayors of 
some 200 of the largest cities. 

It is a book which ought to help the 
American Bible Society. Think of the 
income of the Society dropping a third 
in the last fifteen years! Is that not 
enough to explain, as by thermometric 
reading, the moral decay of our land? 
Christians should remember the Bible 
Society in their wills; get their churches 
to put it on their budget; help the Gide- 
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ons, who are putting the Bible in hotel 
rooms; help the Wheaton students who 
are circulating Gospels in the colleges; 
help the Bible schools which are train- 
ing teachers and preachers of the Word. 

Dr. Houghton is a master of epigram, 
and he uses it to rouse men’s minds 
and bring conviction. Here are a few 
of these winged words: 

“America, you are a God-forgetting 
nation, whose only desire now is for a 
return of prosperity. But in your pres- 
ent state of mind a new prosperity will 
only mean a new prodigality.” 

“Pity those nervous little wrens which 
flutter into a drug store at breakfast-time 
and perch on a stool while they drink 
their brown beverage and consume three 
cigarettes.” 

“The plane has made it possible to be 
robbed at dinner-time in New York and 
shot at midnight in Chicago.” 

“Propaganda repealed Prohibition. 
Then our government, led by professors 
of paper sciences, repealed the law of 
supply and demand. Then a section of 
Christendom, through an alleged mis- 
sionary investigation, repealed the Great 
Commission.” 

“The Psalmist said, “Thy word have I 
hid in mine heart, that I might not sin 
against thee.’ No man ever said, ‘Sci- 
ence have I hid in mine heart, that I 
might not sin.’” 

“At the birth of every other babe, 
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Lesson for July 30 


through all time, angels might have said, 
‘This day is born a sinner.’ When Christ 
was born, for the first time and the last 
the angels said, ‘This day is born a 
Saviour.’ ” 


Four Golden Hours With Dr. Harry 
Ironside. Introduction by F. W. Pitt. 
(Marshall, Morgan, and Scott, Ltd., Lon- 
don; Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., 40 cents.) While Dr. Iron- 
side was in England on his last visit, 
a number of earnest Christians secured 
the great Kingsway Hall in London and 
made arrangements for him to deliver 
four addresses there on The Second 
Coming of Christ. It says much for 
the interest in this subject and for the 
renown of Dr. Ironside as a teacher that 
the thousands necessary to fill this hall 
came each night. The reading of this 
book shows how fully they were re- 
warded. In his first address he turned 
to the words of the Lord Jesus to show 
the fact of his coming again. This was 
followed by three addresses on “The 
Hope of Israel,” “The Hope of the 
Nations,” and “The Hope of the Church.” 
The style is simple, the argument kindly 
but powerful, and the illustrations in- 
teresting and effective. The volume 
should lead to greater agreement among 
Bible students on this much discussed 
subject. It should also lead to the com- 
fort of sorrowing Christians, and surely 
it should prove to all who read that 


there is only one way in which the world. 


can be saved from utter destruction and 
the purpose of Satan thwarted. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 











Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


July 24 to 30 


Mon.—2 Chronicles 17:1-6. Seeking God’s Ways. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Hist heart was 
lifted up in the ways of the Lord.” Ele- 
vation of soul is the effect of God’s grace 
in the heart; moreover, it purifies pur- 
poses and practices. The “valleys” of 
life are elevated, and the “mountains” 
of pride made low only by the work of 
the Spirit. Spiritual effects that bless 
men and honor God are the work of 
Christ in the inner man. Prayer is one 
of the chief ways of seeking God. Pray 
for America’s Keswick Conferences, Kes- 
wick Grove, N. J. 


Tues.—2 Chronicles 17:9-12. 
Magnifying God’s Word. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The book of the 
law of the Lord.” There is only one 
“Book of God.” It speaks for itself, and 
always reflects the glory of its Author. 
The rise and fall of any people may be 
predicted on the basis of their attitude 
toward the Scriptures. It is still the 
world’s barometer of blessing. Pray for 
Gull Lake Bible Conference, Gull Lake, 
Mich. 
Wed.—Deuteronomy 4:1-6. 
The Wisdom of Obedience. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Your wisdom.” 
Disobedience to the pure and perfect 
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will of God is folly. It must be ulti- 
mately shown -to be unwisdom. Many 
who now are putting their tongues in 
their cheeks at Scriptural courses will 
later on gasp at the folly of disobedience. 
It is “your wisdom” and mine to do the 
will of God. Pray for Montrose Bible 
Conferences, Montrose, Pa. 
Thurs.—1 Samuel 15:22-26. 
Failure through Disobedience. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou hast re- 
jected the word of the Lord.” Defiance 
of God’s Word insures failure for indi- 
viduals and nations. The rise and fall 
of morality and spirituality may be 
gauged by the waxing or waning of in- 
terest in the Bible. Domestic, ecclesi- 
astic, and national success hinge upon 
reverence for God’s Word. Disobedience 
to the Gospel brings ruin. Pray for 
Winona Lake (Ind.) Conferences. 


Fri.—John 15:9-14. Obedience in Love. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Keep my com- 
mandments ... abide in my love.” There 
are nearly two hundred “command- 
ments” of Christ, given through the Holy 
Spirit in the Epistles. It is in loving 
obedience thereto that we show that we 
are walking “in his steps.” “Walk in 
love” in these, and you will please the 
Lord, and “abide” in his love. Pray for 
Stonybrook Assemblies, Stonybrook, 
Long Island, N. Y. 


Sat.—Mark 12:28-33. 
Keeping the Great Commandments. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The first com- 
mandment of all.” The Law, fulfilled 
in its every jot and tittle by the Lord 
Jesus, may be by his grace fulfilled in 
us who walk not after the flesh but in 


the Spirit. Love keeps the law of love.. 


Pray for Canadian Keswick, Ferndale, 
Muskoka, Canada. 


Sun.—Philippians 2:5-11. 
“Obedient unto Death.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Even the death 
of the cross.” The death of Christ is 
unique in all human history. He was 
unique in person and work. The eter- 
nal Son dying a death of eternal, and 
infinite value, for the eternal redemp- 
tion of sinners constitutes the greatest 
tragedy and also the greatest sacrifice. 
He went “even” unto the “death of the 
cross” that we might have eternal life. 
Pray for Erieside Bible Conference, E. 
Willoughby, Ohio. 
w 


The Mt. Hermon 
Sunday School Congress 


FINE opportunity for teachers, 

superintendents, pastors, and other 
Christian workers to meet together to 
discuss the work of the Sunday school 
will be afforded by the fourth annual 
Sunday School Congress at Mt. Hermon, 
Calif., July 17-23. Dr. John Hunter, for 
many years associated with the Bible In- 
stitute of Los Angeles, will conduct the 
Bible Hour. Mrs. Lena Lawrence of the 
First Baptist Church of San Jose will 
have an hour each day on “Music in 
the Worship Program of the Sunday 
School.” Mrs. N. F. Turner of Oakland, 
one of the originators of the “Bye- 
Method” literature for children, will pre- 
sent “Visual Aids for the Primary and 
Junior Departments,” as well as her un- 
usual and successful plans for Daily Va- 
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cation Bible School. The Rev. Harold 
Chrisman, who has worked with the 
American Sunday School Union, will 
lead in a discussion of the problems of 
the small Sunday school, city or rural. 

Mrs. Ethel S. Low, who writes the les- 
son article “For Primary Teachers” each 
week in THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs, will 
conduct the Question Hour and will 
speak on Teacher Training. Further in- 
formation about the Congress may be 
obtained from Mrs. Low, at 227 Walden 
Street, Modesto, Calif. 





WHITFIELD Make this your home while 
visiting the World’s Fair 
OCEAN GROVE,N.J. One of the Best Equipped 


Hotels. Overlooking Ocean. Fireproof. Cap. 200. All 
Sports. Booklet. Ph. r99r. C. G. Herman, Owner, Mgr. 
Private baths,reas. Restau- 
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and RESTAURANT tractive JULY tates, 
Ocean Grove, N. J. irs. G. R. HAINES. 


$1750.00 IN BOOK PRIZES 


The American Tract Society offers $1000.00, 
$500.00, and $250.00 for prizes for the three 
best Evangelical Book Maguscripts. 

CONTEST CLOSES NOVEMBER 30th 
Write for conditions and further information 
American Tract Society 
7 West 45th Street New York, N. Y. 





On Ocean Front. Elevator. 











FILMS DEVELOPED 


The Photo Mill. Immediate Service! No 
Delay! Roll developed, carefully printed 
and choice of two beautiful 5x7 pro- 
fessional enlargements, one tinted en- 
largement, or eight reprints for 25c coin. 
Reprints 2c each. 


THE PHOTO MILL 
Box 629-28 Minneapolis, Minn. 




























Up to 110% profit with bonus selling 

friends new 7939 Christmas Card $1 BLOT TG 

ery assortment. Exclusive, novelty tea- 

tures. poet J actual photographic re- Biter 

roductions in lovely colorings. Special 50c Mm 
oxes, Noexperience needed. Write for sen- 
sational 21 folder assortment on approval, free name- 
imprinted samples, money-making offers. TH A 

TERRY STUDIOS,83 UnionAve., Westfield, Mass. 








5 sic BARGAINS 
IN BIBLE COURSES 


(Limited Time Only) 
Regular Special 





oO Teacher Training............ $8.00' $6.00 
et Fundamentals of 

Christian Faith............ 5.00 4.00 
O Evangelism P 3.50 2.50 
C] Bible ChapterSummary. 7.00 5.00 
{_] World-Wide Missions...... 6.00 3.75 


(Check course desired) . 


These special summer rates are 
made available to you by the 
world’s greatest Bible school to 
clear out slightly shelf-worn courses, 
etc. Offer good only to those en- 
rolling between July 1 and Sept. 
15. We also have special class rates. 


Send remittance with this ad. 
Dept. SS 338, 153 Institute Place, Chicago 


Name 





Address 





State. 
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Five Bible Study Books 
Offered to You 
Without Money Cost 


From answers to questions asked of our readers it is estimated that — 


Only half of our Sunday school workers own 
a concordance. (Index of the Bible by words.) 
How can the other half find an unfamiliar verse? 


A still smaller number of them own a Bible dic- 
tionary. (Explanation of Bible words.) What an- 
swers can the others give to many Bible questions ? 


Less than one in every four of them own a Bible 
text book. (Index of the Bible by subjects.) This 
book saves hours of time, and gives you hundreds of 
references on a wide range of Bible teaching. 


One third of our readers are making use of the 
Scofield Reference Bible. (King James Version, 
with Dr. Scofield’s extraordinary helps and chain refer- 
ences.) This edition of the Bible will increase the 
efficiency of every teacher. Included with this is a 
copy of “A Year’s Bible Course.” 





How You Can Get These Books 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give all five ot these vitally necessary Bible study books 
‘listed below, in return for only 25 ew Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscriptions tothe Timgs, at 
25 cents each. These books have been offered individually by us before, and if obtained separately 
they would require 32 Ten Weeks subscriptions, but in this combination offer we are giving them 


in return for only 25 trial subscriptions. 
f 


Cruden’s Concordance The Scofield Reference Bible 
A Year’s Bible Course Smith’s Bible Dictionary 
The Bible Text Book 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES believes that these books will increase the efficiency of every 
Christian worker using them, and is glad to make this extraordinary offer to its readers and their 
fellow workers. 


This plan is very simple: We will send you 25 copies of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. Hand 
these copies to a number of your acquaintances; tell them what you are working for, and ask 
each of them to help by giving you 25 cents for a Ten Weeks subscription. As soon as you 
get the full number (25), send the names and addresses of the new Ten Weeks subscribers with 
a remittance of $6.25. (If purchased at the retail prices these books would cost $8.25.) When 
we receive your list of names and addresses, with remittance, we will enter the subscriptions 
on our mailing list, and will. send the five books to your address, postage prepaid. PLEASE BE 
SURE TO SEND ALL 25 SUBSCRIPTIONS IN AT ONE TIME, AND NOT IN SEVERAL SMALLER GROUPS. 


A postal card telling us where and when to send the 25 sample copies of THE Sunpay SCHOOL TIMEs 
to you will bring them promptly, with a letter and an order blank and return envelope, together 
with full information about the paper. We will also send you copies of two interesting circulars 
about the Times, for distribution among your friends when you hand them the sample copies. 
Mail your postal card today ! 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 N. THIRTEENTH STREET PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 





















